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Invisible? 


By Ann Urner King 


SEE Him not—yet I see Him. 
His form is brilliantly fair. 
Icannot discern His features, 
But the look of His love is there. 


I touch Him not—yet I touch Him; 
Or better—as He touches me 

I feel the strength of the contact, 

A blessed reality. 


I cannot envision that city, 

But outlines I dimly behold— 

The throne and the blaze of His glory, 
Pearl gates and pavements of gold. 


The things that now I possess not 
Are mine by His covenant care, 
So I travel along as His pilgrim, 
‘My citizenship over there. 


x 


On Things Above 


Unless we learn to set our affection 
on things above while in health and 
Strength, it will not be easy to do it 
when these fail. One who goes blithely 
along through youth and middle age, 
Setting a high value on the favor and 
friendship of worldly people and the 
esthetic and real pleasures of material 
Possessions, but giving little thought to 
eternal things, is not likely to find it 
easy to let go of the things of earth 
when he sees life fast waning. It is sad 
to observe old folks, overtaken by infir- 
mity, who live in the past. They talk of 
old friends who have gone and how 





they wish they might see them. Their 
thoughts may dwell on a quiet farm, 
where there was a spring and a pond 
and an apple orchard and hayfields; 
there were no cars racing over the roads 
and travel was by horse and buggy 
and neighbors seemed more friendly. 
They may think of comfortable pieces 
of furniture which they wish they had 
with them now: a four-poster bed, an 
old rocker, a Morris chair, a special 
reading lamp, a porch swing. They hum 
snatches of sweet old melodies of by- 
gone days. They contrast the supposed 
peace, quietness, and greater leisure of 
the days of their youth with the noise, 
hurry, bustle, and efficiency of these 
days. But when the sands of time are 
fast sinking, antique furniture, costly 
china, and reminiscences are not enough 
to give a solid foundation to the feet 
and comfort to the heart. We need 
more than that. We need to be able to 
say from the heart with the Apostle 
Paul, “Therefore being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also we 
have access by faith into this grace 
wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God” (Rom. 5:1, 2). We 
must have acquired the habit of casting 
all our care upon Him (1 Pet. 5:7), of 


x 


XIV. The Cost of 


In the series, “Ourselves and 


N THE mental and moral world, and 
usually, if not always, in the mate- 
rial world, the value of a thing cor- 

responds with its cost. And this is a 
truth that is not commonly recognized 
among men. 

It is not always realized, hence it is 
not borne in mind as it should be, that 
no service of the head or heart is ever 
rendered to us, and that we never ren- 
der any such service to another, except 
to the extent of the cost of that service, 
It seems to us evident that this is not 
true of menial service. We all know 
that material assistance—from a serv- 
ant, a child, or a friend—which costs 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Because he is at my right hand, 
I shall not be moved” (Psa. 16:8b). 

















making all our requests known unto 
God, by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving (Phil. 4:6); for only then 
can we know “the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding” (Phil 4:7). 
Before the evil days come, we must 
have understood and obeyed these 
words: “If ye then be risen with Christ, 
seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand 
of God. Set your affection on things 
above, not on things on the earth. For 
ye are dead, and your life is hid with 
Christ in God” (Col.-3:1-3). It is trite 
to say that things and friends pass 
away; but when we see them going one 
by one, we are sometimes taken by 
surprise and feel the loss more keenly 
than we thought we would. Even a 
Christian can make the mistake of be- 
coming too attached to people and pos- 
sessions. It is right to be thankful for 
the good things God has given us, and 
to have a deep love for our family and 
a few close friends; but always our love 
for God should be greater, and it is bet- 
ter to look forward to the Home in 
Heaven than backward at the homes 
we have had to leave. Only in this way 
can we say, “My heart is fixed, O God, 
my heart is fixed: I will sing and give 
praise” (Psa. 57:7). 


BS 


Rendering Service 
Others,” by H. Clay Trumbull 


but little in time or money is often of 
more value to us than that which would 
cost many times more; and we natu- 
rally incline to the opinion that the 
same is true of services in the line of 
thought or feeling. It seems so easy 
for some persons to render us impor- 
tant service in counsel or sympathy, and 
we ourselves find it such a delight 
similarly to serve some others, that it 
hardly seems possible that such service 
invariably represents a cost to the doer 
corresponding with its value to the one 
served. And here is where our mis- 
take lies. 

It is not always that the cost.of the 
service is afresh at the time of fs ren- 
dering; but the involved cost is some- 
how represented in the actual value of 
the service. How quickly the doctor 
reads your case, and prescribes effi- 
ciently for it, when you send for him 
in an hour of threatened illness. It 
seems to have cost him very little to 
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say those few words which bring you a 
permanent cure; but if you could real- 
ize all his struggles and outlay in the 
years of his professional study, and all 
the anxieties and toils of his years of 
professional experience, which have 
gone to enable him to speak those few 
words so confidently, you would see 
how truly the value of his professional 
counsel represents the steadily accumu- 
lating cost of that counsel. And so 
with the lawyer, or the teacher, or 
thg, well-informed friend. A quickly 
spoken answer, which instantly resolves 
your doubts over a question that has 
long perplexed you hopelessly, is valu- 
able just because it represents a cost 
that he who so easily renders you this 
service had paid before you came to 
him for help. 

If you are aided by a sermon, or an 
essay, or a poem, or an editorial, you 
may be sure that there has been in 
some way a cost to the writer corre- 
sponding to the value to you of that 
production. It is not only a fact that 
“true ease in writing comes from art, 
not chance,” but it is also an obvious 
truth, that no one can give expression 
to feelings of which he has known noth- 
ing in his own heart, nor have real 
sympathy beyond his personal experi- 
ences of privilege or. trial. This it is 
that measures the power of the poets: 


They learn in suffering what they teach in song. 


This, in fact, measures the power of 
eyery writer or speaker who would do 
service by his words. The value of his 
service to others is settled by the pre- 
liminary cost of that service to himself. 
So it is that the poet asks: 


Will you seek it? Will you brave. it? 
’Tis a strange and solemn thing, 
Learning long before your teaching, 
Listeni long before your preaching, 
Suffe before you sing. 
And the songs that echo longest, 
Deepest, fullest, truest, strongest, 
ith your life-blood you will write. 
In the service of the heart it is that 
this truth stands out most vividly, and 
with fewest exceptions, when once we 
have come to realize it in its fullest 
Scope and meaning. Every heartthrob 
of love, every look of affection, every 
word of tenderness or sympathy, every 
deed of kindness is of value just in pro- 
portion to its immediate or its accumu- 
lated cost. Only a mother knows how 
much her love to her child has cost 
her; and perhaps she herself cannot ap- 
preciate it fully, but the cost of her 
love for that child is, nevertheless, the 
measure of that love’s value to the 
child. It is the mother who will not 
pay the cost of those multiplied self- 
denials, and of those prolonged and un- 
complaining endurances, and the tire- 
some yet tireless watchings, in behalf 
of her child, which enter into the very 
composition and growth of true mater- 
nal love, whose love is of least value to 
her little one. 


Few, again, stop to think, or could 
fully understand if: they did think, how 
much, in a lifelong struggle, it has cost 
a true friend to reach-the possibility of 
becoming a firm and an unselfish friend, 
and of giving a friendship correspond- 
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ingly. A very smile has value according 
as it represents the cost of attaining to 
the sweetness of spirit and the beauty 
of character that it evidences. So with 
every handclasp of cordial greeting, and 
of every look or word of considerate or 
sympathetic interest. The cost deter- 
mines and imparts the value. 

Nor is the cost of heart service wholly 
paid before the service itself is actually 
rendered. There is an unceasing outgo 
necessary to enable one to continue lov- 
ing and kindly and tender and consid- 
erate and sympathetic. And again the 
very rendering of heart service “is in- 
variably’ at an immediate cost to him 
who renders it. There is no serving an- 
other out of our heart without a cost to 
our heart. However great may be the 
stores of love or sympathy from which 
we give to those in need, the giving is 
always a reality; it takes from those 
stores, and the cost to us is a conscious 
one. 

This truth was illustrated and proven 
in the experience of our Saviour Him- 
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self, while He bore our nature with ity 
human weaknesses. Jesus must gain 
fitness for His work of loving ministry 
to those who were in need, by His days 
of fasting and His nights of prayer; and 
it was at an unmistakable cost to Him. 
self that He was of service to the mul. 
titude of sufferers who, after He was 
thus prepared for service, gathered about 
Him and “sought to touch him: for 
there went virtue out of him, and 
healed them all.” And when a poor 
woman came in the press behind Him, 
and stealthily touched His garment, and 
was thereby healed of her infirmity, 
“Jesus, immediately, knowing in him- 
self that virtue had gone out of him, 
turned him about in the press,” and said, 
“Who touched my clothes?” If the Son 
of God could not be of service to one 
poor sufferer except at a positive and 
conscious cost to Himself of the power, 
of the goodness, by which she was ben- 
efited, what right have we to think 
that we can ever be of loving service 
(Continued on page 678) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


What Is “The Emphatic Diaglott”? 


What is the status of the “Diaglott” 
‘ that is used to some extent. by the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses?—A Maine reader. 


(This question is answered by Dr. J. 

B. Rowell, pastor of the Central Bap- 

tist Church, Victoria, B. C.) 

The title page reads, “THE EM- 
PHATIC DIAGLOTT, Containing the 
Original Greek Text of what is com- 
monly called the New Testament—In- 
terlineary Word for Word English 
Translation—A New Emphatic Version, 
by Benjamin Wilson.” 

In the “1953 Yearbook of Jehovah's 
Witnesses,” we read, “Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses use the Watch Tower Bible and 
Tract Society,” etc. (p. 38). In “The 
Emphatic Diaglott” there is an acknowl- 
edgment by the “Watch Tower Bible 
and Tract Society,” stating: “The ‘Em- 
phatic Diaglott’ has been published 
under the author’s copyright. . . . For 


several .years a friend, an earnest Bible 


student, desirous of assisting the readers 
of our Society’s publications ... has 
purchased the copyright and plates from 
the Fowler and Wells Co., and pre- 
sented the same to our Society as a 
gift,” etc. This is followed by what is 
styled “A Friendly Criticism,” which 
reads, in part, “It would seem that the 
author must have held the view that 
Jesus had no prehuman existence, and 
that there is no personal devil; i.e., 
when the word ‘devil’ is used evil prin- 
ciple is meant; also that Jesus is still a 
man and flesh, in glory.” 

In “New World Translation of the 
Christian Greek Scriptures,” copyright, 
1950, by “Watch Tower Bible and Tract 
Society,” we read this statement: “ “The 
Emphatic Diaglott containing the Orig- 
inal Greek Text of what is commonly 
styled the New Testament (according 
to the Recension of Dr. J. J. Griesbach) 


with an Interlineary Word for Word 
English Translation—A New Emphatic 
Version,’ by Benjamin Wilson, . . . The 
first edition to be issued at once in 
complete form ... was published by 
Fowler and Wells, New York City, in 
1865. In 1902 the copyright and plates 
of ‘The Emphatic Diaglott’ . . . were pre- 
sented by the buyer as a gift to the 
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, 
who are the present owners-and pub- 
lishers. . . . It appears to be the first 
American translation to introduce the 
name ‘Jehovah’ into the English text of 
the Christian Greek Scriptures” (p. 33). 

In the Appendix to “The Emphatic 
Diaglott,” under the caption “Jesus,” we 
read, “The supreme dignity and author- 
ity with which the Father has invested 
Jesus Christ, as the reward of his dis- 
interested exertion in the cause of the 
divine glory and human happiness” (p. 
23). 

The “Jehovah’s Witnesses” speak of 
Jesus Christ as “a created individual” 
(“Make Sure of All Things,” p. 207), 
and translate Philippians 2:9 to read, 
“For this very reason also God exalted 
him to a superior position and kindly 
gave him the name that is above every 
other name” (see “New World Trans- 
lation”). : 

In the interlinear reading of John 1:1 
of “The Emphatic Diaglott,” it is given 
thus, “In a beginning was the word, 
and the word was with the God, and a 
god was the word.” This corresponds 
to the “New World Translation” which 
reads, “Originally the Word was, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was 2 god” (John 1:1). Both using the 
lower case “g”—‘a god.” 

The contention is that this must read 
“a god,” because the name “God” 
(Theos) is without the article. If this 
is so, why are they not consistent with 

(Continued on page 679) 
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ll. Purgatory—A Travesty of the Divine Character 


A horrible deception, which keeps the ignorant in bondage 


Purgatory ... is a fond thing 

vainly invented, and grounded 
upon no warranty of Scripture, but 
rather repugnant to the Word of God.” 
With these words the Church of Eng- 
land, in her Twenty-second Article, ut- 
ters her condemnation of the doctrine 
of purgatory. 

Bishop Burnet, treating on “The 
Thirty-nine Articles,” says on_ the 
above: “. . . the doctrine of the church 
of Rome is, that every man is liable 
both to temporal and to eternal pun- 
ishment for his sins; that God, upon 
the account of the death and interces- 
sion of Christ, does indeed pardon sin 
as to its eternal punishment, but the 
sinner is still liable to temporal pun- 
ishment, which he must expiate by 
acts of penance and sorrow in this 
world, together with such other suffer- 
ings as God shall think fit to lay upon 
him: but if he does not expiate these 
in this life, there is a state of suffering 
and misery in the next world, where 
the soul is to bear the temporal pun- 
ishment of its sins; which may con- 
tinue longer or shorter, till the day of 
judgment. And in order to shorten 
this, the prayers and supererogations 
of men here on earth, or the interces- 
sions of the saints in heaven, but above 
all things, the sacrifice of the mass, are 
of great efficacy.” Elsewhere, he speaks 
of the time when “Purgatory was then 
got to be firmly believed, and all men 
were strangely possessed with the ter- 
ror of it.” (See “An Exposition of the 
Thirty-Nine Articles of the Church of 
England,” by Gilbert Burnet, D.D., 
Bishop of Salisbury, pp. 285, 183.) 


An Effective Means of Extortion 

It has been the business of the Roman 
Church so to dilate, in graphic termi- 
nology, on the horrors of purgatory that, 
as Bishop Burnet pointed out, men’s 
minds shall be strangely possessed with 
the terror of it. How could the Roman 
Church more effectively “prepare the 
way to extort and squeeze money out 
of the people, money to have masses 
Said to get souls out of purgatory, than 
by harrowing descriptions such as the 
following by the Jesuit Fathers Mum- 
ford and Thimelby: 

“Good God! How the Great Saints 
and Doctors astonish me, when they 
treat of this fire, and the pain of sense, 
as they call it. . . . Out of which asser- 
tion it clearly follows, that the furious 
fits of the stone, fever, or raging gout, 
the tormenting colic, with all the hor- 
rible convulsions of the worst diseases, 
nay, though you join racks, gridirons, 
boiling oils, wild beasts, and a hundred 
horses drawing several ways and tear- 
ing one limb from another, and all the 
other hellish devices of the most bar- 
barous and cruel tyrants, all this does 


ft HE Romish Doctrine concerning 





This is the, second article in the 
series on some errors of Roman 
Catholicism, by Dr. Rowell, pastor of 
the Central Baptist Church, Victoria, 
B. C. There will be two more on 
the subject of Purgatory and one on 
the doctrine of Transubstantiation. 








not reach to the least part of the mildest 
pains in Purgatory” (“Two Ancient 
Treatises on Purgatory,” published by 
Burns & Oates; London, 1893) . 

These multiplied horrors are pre- 
sented so as to play on the sensitivities 
and tender feelings of those whose 
loved ones have departed this life, in 
order to loose the purse strings and ex- 
tract hard-earned money to pay for 
masses, on the supposition that such 
masses can release souls from their im- 
aginary purgatory. 

What barbaric burlesque! 
deception is here! F 

On the one hand, the Roman €hurch 
tries to make her people satisfied in 
accepting her purgatory theory by tell- 
ing them, “This ninth article of the 
Creed implies the doctrine of purgatory, 
for the holy souls suffering there are 
living members of the Churc . who 
depart this life in the friendship of 
God” (“What the Church Teaches,” “by 
Edwin Drury, priest of the Diocese of 
Louisville” Sixth Edition, p. 99). 

What wicked distortion is here! The 
Roman Church gives her people some 
ecclesiastical sop, by telling them that 
their loved ones “depart this life in the 
Friendship of God,” and that “the 
Church says they rest in Christ and 
sleep the sleep of peace” (“The Register,” 
Oct. 28, 1956). The Roman Church 
knows she would not get much money 
for masses if this were all she told. 
Who can imagine a soul resting in 
Christ and sleeping the sleep of peace 
while suffering, as the above quotation 
from Jesuit writers affirms, agonies as 


What cruel 


the furious fits of the stone, raging 
gout, tormenting colic, racks, boiling 
oils? Then, after this enumeration of 


diabolical tortures, to inject more an- 
guish into tender hearts by piling on 
the agony, this emphasis is given, “All 
this does not reach to the least part of 
the mildest pains in Purgatory.” 


What the Bible Says 
How different all this is from the 
Bible declaration concerning our gra- 
cious Heavenly Father! “The Catholic 
Bible,” the Douay Version, reads: “Who 
is a God like to thee, who taketh away 
iniquity, and passest by the sin of the 
remnant of thy inheritance? he will 
send his fury in no more, because he 
delighteth in mercy ... he will put 
away our iniquities; and he will cast 
all our sins into the bottom of the sea” 
(Micheas [Micah] 7:18, 19). 
For those who “depart this life in 
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the Friendship of God,” and who “Rest 
in Christ,” the Douay Bible, so strongly 
opposed to the theory of purgatory, 
gives this consolation, “The blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin” (1 John 1:7). “But we are con- 
fident, and have a good will to be ab- 
sent rather from the body, and to be 
present with the Lord”; “For to me, to 
live is Christ: and to die is gain” (2 
Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:21). 

Even though certain teachers in the 
Roman Church say that the doctrine of 
purgatory cannot be proved from the 
Bible, others are determined to found 
the doctrine on scraps of Scripture 
taken out of context. For instance, al- 
most every Romish textbook on this 
subject quotes Matthew 5:25, 26, “Be 
at agreement with thy adversary be- 
times, whilst thou art in the way with 
him: lest perhaps the adversary deliver 
thee to the judge, and the judge deliver 
thee to the officer, and thou be cast in- 
to prison. Amen I say to thee, thou 
shalt not go out from thence till thou 
repay the last farthing” (Douay Ver.). 


Purgatory Cannot Be Proved 

Though this Scripture is frequently 
quoted to prove the doctrine of purga- 
tory, it is opposed to the notion of pur- 
gatory on more scores than one. 

First: This Scripture says, “till thou 
repay the last farthing”; whereas the 
Roman Church teaches that souls in 
purgatory cannot pay for themselves. 
That, of course, is so that the Roman 
Church can extort ready cash in this 
world for transacting something in an- 
other world which they know nothing 
about, and for which cash they can 
give no satisfactory guarantee that any 
soul will be released. 

Second: Maldonat, a Jesuit, taught 
that the term prison in Matthew 5:25, 
refers to hell, and not to purgatory. 
He discarded Rome’s favorite proof-text 
for purgatory, saying, “Purgatory tan- 
not be proved from Matthew 5:25, as 
the prison spoken of there is hell, and 
not purgatory.” Commenting on this 
interpretation, Bishop Burnet, remarks: 
“This, if an argument at all, will prove 
too much; that in hell the damned are 
clearing scores; and that they shall be 
delivered when all is paid off” (ut 
supra, pp. 287-288) . 

Third: When the plain meaning is 
evident in a Scripture, why seek to 
make it mysterious; and found doctrine, 
foreign to the Scriptures, on a text art- 
fully made difficult? This is just what 
the Roman Church does. Why do not 
the Romish exegetes. use a little plain 
reasoning in the interpretation of such 
a Scripture as this; and instead of try- 
ing to intrude an extraneous meaning 
into the passage, to leave it in its native 
simplicity, as cur Lord intended? Then, 
(Continued on page 670) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





One of the most interesting peri- 

odicals that comes to my desk is 
New Life (Australia) devoted to Gospel 
messages and the promotion of mission- 
ary work. A recent issue contains an 
apparently well-informed editorial on 
the religious outlook in Israel, in which 
we are reminded that the faith of many 
Jews in the Word of God has been se- 
verely shaken by destructive higher 
criticism. It was the orthodox Jew of 
the nineteenth century who kept alive 
the hope of the restoration of Israel. In 
Israel today there are about three thou- 
sand synagogues, and a large number of 
religious councils and committees, under 
the authority of the Chief Rabbi in Je- 
rusalem. A considerable amount of 
time is set aside each week for the 
study of the Scriptures in the schools of 
this state now ten years old, study 
which includes a Hebrew translation of 
the New Testament. The _ editorial 
quotes a statement from the Jewish 
Herald, a Melbourne weekly, deploring 
the poor attendance at synagogue serv- 
ices during the Passover season. A 
somewhat similar situation, called “the 
synagogue crisis,” exists in England. 


Two Thousand Tribes Without the 
Scriptures.—In spite of all that has been 
achieved in translating the Scriptures 
during the last 150 years, there are still 
two thousand tribes that do not have 
any portion of the Word of God in their 
own language. So reports Dr. Richard 
S. Pittman, deputy director of Wycliffe 
Bible Translators and director of the 
Summer School of Linguistics in the 
Philippines. The Wycliffe organization 
is striving to reduce this number, and at 
the present time is at work on 176 tribal 
languages. The latest advance has been 
in Viet-Nam, where, it is estimated, 
thirty languages and dialects need Bible 
translations. In North America prepa- 
ration is being made to place translators 
in Alaska, and to complete work on the 
Eskimo and Indian Bibles. 


The Sabbatical Year To Be Observed 
in Israel—A new venture being under- 
taken in Israel will be closely followed 
by both Jews and Christians through- 
out the world. For the first time since 
the days of the second temple, A.D. 70, 
séveral thousand Jewish farmers in Is- 
rael have indicated their plan to obey 
the Mosaic Law regarding the Sabbat- 
ical year set forth in Exodus 23:10, 11. 
At least fifteen villages affiliated with 
the ultraorthodox movement known as 
the Poalei Agudnt Israel will cease to 
cultivate their land for twelve months 
beginning at the Jewish New Year 5719, 
which is September 15, 1958. Other re- 
ligious Jewish farmers in the country, 
however, will continue to till their lands, 
in accordance with a dispensation issued 
a few years ago by the Chief Rabbi, who 
permitted farm work to go on during 
the Sabbatical year, under certain con- 


T’o Religious Outlook in Israel.— 


ditions. As an announcement from Tel 
Aviv says, “Whatever advice is followed 
by these religious farmers, the coming 
year is certain to be one ot hardship arid 
financial difficulty.” 


Crime Pictures on Los Angeles TV.— 
A. rather startling report has been is- 
sued on the television programs origi- 
nating in Los Angeles. Among other 
statistics, the feport reveals that tele- 
vision stations in this one city in one 
week showed crime pictures featuring 
161 murders, 192 attempted murders, 24 
conspiracies to commit murder, 7 at- 
tempted lynchings, 60 justifiable homi- 
cides, and 2 suicides! 


Who Will Reach These Overseas Stu- 
dents?—A recent issue of the Alliance 
Witness reports that over 500,000 over- 
seas students, faculty members, research 
men, and official visitors, representing 
137 different countries, are to be found 
in more than one-half of our American 
and Canadian educational institutions. 
The larger proportion come from Asia, 
and thus, the account accurately adds, 
the mission field has _ been _ literally 
transplanted to this continent. “If these 
overseas students are not reached by 
evangelical Christianity, they will be 
reached by other ideologies.” 


The world’s newest nation, the West 
Indies Federation, has _ significantly 
chosen for its motto, “To dwell together 
in unity,” from Psalm 133:1. The feder- 
ation is. made up of the inhabitants of 
thirteen islands in the West Indies, di- 
verse in race, culture, and creed, scat- 
tered over 1500 miles of the Caribbean. 


Revision of Luther’s Translation of 
the O. T. Begun.—Work on the first re- 
vised version, in German, in sixty years 
of Martin Luther’s famous translation 
of the Old Testament has been. started 
in Berlin. A special commission com- 
posed of fifteen prominent theologians, 
ten active pastors, and five Old Testa- 
ment scholars has been appointed by 
the Evangelical Church in Germany to 
undertake this task. The chairman of 
the group is the Rt. Rev. Otto Bibelius, 
Bishop of Berlin-Brandenburg. 


British and Foreign Bible Society 1958 
Report.—“Worlds Apart” is the intri- 
guing title of the popular report for 1958 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
Because it so accurately and interest- 
ingly depicts religious conditions in 
many lands, I should like te quote ex- 
tensively from its pages in this and the 
following issue of the Survey. The title 
derives from the challenging opening 
statement that the world in which the 
Bible was written seems worlds apart 
from this air age, or atomic age in which 
we live. “The vocabulary of many a 
twentieth-century school child bears lit- 
tle if any resemblance to the vocabulary 
of the Bible. Tyndale’s wish, expressed 
to one of his opponents that ‘If God 
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spare my life, I will cause that a boy 
that driveth the plough shall know more 
of the Scriptures than thou dost,’ but 
rarely finds fulfilment today, and for 
that reason, incidentally, the century is 
unlikely to produce a Bunyan or a Mil- 
ton. More apparent is the influence of 
the radio, television, or cinema. More 
topical in juvenile thought are the 
rocket and the space-ship. The Bible 
says nothing of these things. So many 
similar terms, products of our mechani- 
cal environment, were undreamt of by 
the Bible world; electronics and auto- 
mation—to take two only of many topi- 
cal instances—are terms which have 
only a decade of popular use. In poli- 
tics the only capitalism known to the 
Bible is that of a patriarchal society, 
and the only communism that of the 
apostles after Pentecost.” 

But what this power age needs, and is 
not finding outside of the Scriptures, is 
power for right moral conduct, power 
for victory over sin, in face of death, 
and peace of mind. In spite of the dif- 
ference in setting, of the Biblical world 
and our world today, the report states 
that a striking restoration of respect for 
the Bible has been evident in recent 
years, “and has developed in marked 
fashion even within the last decade. 
Several new translations of either the 
whole Bible or of the New Testament, or 
of the Gospels, have been published, and 
have run into numerous editions. A 
corresponding demand for commentaries 
and expositions is equally marked, and 
in many schools Bible teaching is as- 
suming an importance which it lacked 
even twenty years ago. All this points 
to the search which is going on, often 
unrecognized for what it really is—the 
search for spiritual power. This ‘search- 
ing the Scriptures’ is, moreover, a world 
search. Never have so many Scriptures 
been in demand. ... Even among com- 
munities which have an initial prejudice 
against the Bible, there is an impulse to 
study it, so that we encounter Jewish 
rabbis studying the New Testament, and 
Muslim theologians the Old. Our pages 
will record many such instances, to 
which we may apply Oliver Cromwell's 
famous words—‘To be a seeker is to be | 
of the sect next best to a finder, and 
such shall every faithful, humble seeker 
be at the end.’ For the latter, therefore, 
may, we take this argument one stage 
further. The Bible gathers within its 
own pages a world of power. From the 
story which they unfold there issued a 
world in which the spiritual power for 
which today’s world hungers was strik- 
ing in its vitality.” 

The number of languages in which the 
British and Foreign Bible Society has 
published some portion of Scripture is 
now 851. During the past year portions 
of the Word of God have been made 
available in seven new languages, com- 
plete New Testaments in four new lan- 
guages, and entire Bibles for the first 








time 
visior 
this o 
lion | 
three 
to th 
and f 
we h 


9,000, 
Prote 
there 
inter 
the |! 
ing E 
recei’ 
derta 
than 
tend 
cent 
feel : 
itual 
teller 
Man} 
prov’ 
port 


tribu 
tivel: 
word 
kia, 

One’: 
think 
wom 
copy 
die 


Sts 
The 
Gene 
addr: 
ing ; 
bein; 
tice | 
lowil 
dress 
sione 

or, 
lem 
tenti 
are ( 
coun 
very 
Telat 
futul 

“A 
spen 
defe 
wha 


geri! 
grov 
seco. 
of ci 
the 


“a 
Gen 
in 1! 
curr 
tion 


3m 


ted, 

that 
mitt 
Uni 


“s 


coul 
four 








boy 
ore 
but 
for 


ble 


a ee a ee ee a ee 














lesson for Septernber 28 


time in three, languages; also, nine re- 
visions have been completed. In 1957, 
this one Society printed almost two mil- 
lion Bibles, actually 1,946,156, or almost 
three times as many as in 1948. Adding 
to this the number of New Testaments 
and portions of the Word of God printed, 
we have a total of 5,065,090! 

Though only 500,000 of Portugal’s 
9,000,000 people are members of the 
Protestant communion, in recent years 
there has been considerable revival of 
interest in the Bible in that land, with 
the Roman Catholic Church encourag- 
ing Bible reading. No report has been 
received of any distribution being un- 
dertaken in all of Spain. In Paris, less 
than ten per cent of the pgpulation at- 
tend church, and perhaps only two per 
cent are Protestant. “Yet many people 
feel a great need for some kind of spir- 
itual security, but many turn to fortune- 
tellers and false prophets of all kinds. 
Many are ready to receive the Bible 
provided they are not expected to sup- 
port a Church.” 

Among the countries in which the dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures was once ac- 
tively engaged in, but from which no 
word is now available, are Czechoslova- 
kia, Rumania, Bulgaria, and Albania. 
One’s heart becomes heavy when he 
thinks of these millions of men and 
women who have never even seen a 
copy of the Word of God, and who will 
die without hearing a Gospel message. 


Staggering Crime Costs in the U.S.A.— 
The Hon. William P. Rogers, Attorney 
General of the United States, recently 
addressed the Advertising Council meet- 
ing in Washington, D. C., on the steps 
being taken by the Department of Jus- 
tice to combat national crime. The fol- 
lowing paragraphs are from that ad- 
dress, printed in full in the Congres- 
sional Record. 

“Tonight I want to talk about a prob- 
lem which I believe requires serious at- 
tention. These days, quite naturally, we 
are concerned with the economy of our 
country and our national defense. In a 
very real sense, the problem of crime is 
related both to our economy and to the 
future strength of our Nation. 

“As you know this year the Nation will 
spend more than $40 billion on national 
defense. But how many people know 
what crime costs our country? Most 
people are wholly unaware of the stag- 
gering proportions to which it has 
grown—unmindful of the fact that it is 
second only to national defense in terms 
of cost. The estimated cost of crime in 
the United States in one year is about 
$20 billion. 

“Twenty-five years ago the Attorney 
General was appalled by the fact that 
in 1933 1% million major crimes had oc- 
curred, 1 for each 84 persons in the Na- 
tion. In 1958, it appears now that about 
3 million major crimes may be commit- 


’ ted, twice as many as in 1933. This means 


that in 1958, 1 major crime will be com- 
mitted for every 60 persons in the 
United States. : 

“Since 1950 the rate of crime in our 
couhtry has been exploding at a rate 
four times-as fast as the rate of growth 
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of our population. The rate of crime in 
1957 increased 9 per cent over 1956. 
“These statistics only begin to tell the 
story. One of the facts which stands 
out in bold relief is the alarming in- 
crease in the number of erimes com- 
mitted by young people. Almost half 
of the persons arrestéd for major crimes 
last year were under 18 years of age. 
Somehow there has been a failure prop- 
erly to inculcate our people, particularly 
our young people, with a sense of moral 
values, with an awareness of how de- 
structive crime is to them and to their 
country. These figures indicate that 
there is a tremendous job to be done by 
schools, churches, parents, and organi- 
zations such as this in the years ahead.” 
With the various aspects of this new 
government program to combat crime, 
we need not go into detail here. A situ- 
ation like this, which may get worse, is 
but a startling testimony to the truth- 
fulness of our Lord’s words in the Olivet 
Discourse, that at the end of the age 
lawlessness would increase. The trans- 
lation “iniquity” in the King James Ver- 
sion does not adequately convey the 
meaning of this word anomia.1 


The Voice of Tangier, the American 
office for which is at 354 Main Street, 
Chatham, N. J., has issued the following 
release: 

“The Voice of Tangier is the broad- 
casting outlet for Protestant Christianity 
in Europe, North Africa, the Middle 
East, and the countries behind the Iron 
Curtain. The Voice of America also has 
its large transmitters in Tangier, be- 
cause .of the strategic location. .. . 

“The Voice of Tangier, with its three 
powerful transmitters, is staffed . by 
American missionaries, technicians, and 
European national workers. At present 
the broadcasting schedule includes 650 
programs a month in 27 languages 
beamed directly to 14 Iron Curtain 
countries and the free nations of Eurgpe, 
North Africa, and the Middle East. 
Although these programs are being 
beamed from Tangier to the countries of 
Europe, including Russia, the Voice of 
Tangier has been heard in 25 of the 48 
states of the United States. 

“It is significant to note that while 
Communist countries have successfully 
jammed broadcasts of the Voice of 
America, the British Broadcasting Com- 
pany, etc., the Voice of Tangier has con- 
tinued uninterrupted.” 


The Earth’s Population in 6,000 or 
7,000 Years.—A statement has recently 
come to my attention, which I do not re- 
call having seen in print before, that is 
worth filing for reference. A few years 
ago the Carnegie Institute estimated 
that about 30 billion people have lived 
on the earth in the last six or seven 
thousand years. 


Smokers’ Death Rate—The United 
States Public Health Service in a study 
of almost 200,000 veterans has deter- 
mined that the death rate among per- 
sons who smoke or who have smoked is 
32 per cent greater than for those who 





‘Means “lawlessness’’ (Companion Bible, mar- 
gin, Matt. 24: 12).—Epriror, 





(5) 669 


have not indulged in the use of tobacco. 
The report goes on to say that the per- 
sons who have regularly smoked only 
cigarettes have a death rate 58 per cent 
higher than nonsmokers, but the death 
rate of persons who smoke cigars and 
pipes is not appreciably higher than that 
of nonsmokers, though very heavy cigar 
and pipe smokers are an exception. 


The Enlarged Borders of the Com- 
munist World.— While everyone is aware 
that the Communist world has grown in 
recent years, most people do not actu- 
ally realize how far Communism has 
extended its borders. The New York 
Times for June 22 graphically sets forth 
this information in a series of maps and 
charts. In 1939, the total area of the 
Soviet Union and Outer Mongolia was 
8,815,000 square miles, with a population 
of 171,000,000. In 1958, the total area of 
the Communist world is 13,519,250 
square miles, an increase of about fifty 
per cent; and the population is now 
944,900,000, an increase of over five hun- 
dred per cent! Humanly speaking, no 
power on earth would ever be able to 
defeat the Communist bloc. This is cer- 
tainly the northern power often referred 
to as one of the great enemies of the 
people of God at the end of the age. 


The Progress of the Gospel in Bel- 
gium.—Because of the interest of the 
readers of THE Sunpay Scnoot TIMeEs 
in the Belgian Gospel Mission, I feel 
free occasionally to quote excerpts from 
the communications of Dr. O. Vansteen- 
berghe, the co-director of that organi- 
zation. In the June”12 edition of the 
Life of Faith (London) he says in an 
article, “A New Look at Belgium”: 

“At the beginning of the century, in 
most of the Belgian countryside the 
Bible was either unknown or feared. 
Today few are the Belgians who have 
never heard of the Bible either by 
means of direct personal contact, litera- 
ture, or radio broadcast... . 

“There are now in the country one 
weekly and four monthly papers with a 
positive message. Over the two na- 
tional broadcasting systems, a minimum 
of ten minutes every week is allotted to 
a Protestant message which, at least in 
the Flemish language, is often evangel- 
ical. Four times a year (Christmas, 
Easter, etc.) a longer period of time is 
granted. It can therefore be said that 
few Belgians have never heard an 
evangelical witness, or at least do not 
know of its existence. 

“The Belgian Bible Society is keeping 
some colporteurs in the field. The Bible 
Institute of the Belgian Gospel Mission 
has been training Christian workers. It 
is bilingual, and from it have gone out 
men and women who are at work 


in Belgium, Holland, France, U.S.A., 
French Equatorial Africa, Belgian 
Congo, South Africa, New Guinea 


There is also a liberal theological school. 

“It is safe to say that at least two- 
thirds of the Protestant population is 
concentrated in Brussels, Antwerp, and 
the industrial region in and around 
Liege, Charleroi, and between Mons and 
the French frontier. Most of the aggres- 
sive work is done there also.” 
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Purgatory—A Travesty 
(Continued from page 667) 


its meaning would be clear to ordinary 
folk, if left without priestly interfer- 
ence. } 

What is the meaning? This passage 
refers to relationships between neigh- 
bors, and the neéd for reconciliation 
with an aggrieved brother. It deals 
with the necessity for putting wrongs 
right before bringing an offering to the 
Lord. 

Too frequently interpretations are 
given to texts out of context. As in 
this case, verses 25 and 26 are treated 
as though they had no connection with 
verses 23 and 24. We find this Scrip- 
ture is easy of explanation, if we study 
this section of four verses in its entirety. 
The learned Maimonides explained: 
“. ... transgressions which are between a 
man and his neighbour, as he that hurts 
his neighbour, or curses his neighbour, 
or steals from him, and the like, are 
never forgiven, until he have given his 
neighbour what he owed him, and has 
reconciled him.” 

Thus, this Scripture reads: ‘“There- 
fore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, 
and there rememberest that thy brother 
hath ought against thee; leave there thy 
gift before the altar, and go thy way: 
first be reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift” (Matt. 5: 23, 
24). 

“Agree with thine adversary,” etc. 
As Dr. John Gill explains, the design 
here is “to prevent lawsuits about debts; 
it being much better for the debtor and 
creditor, especially the former, to com- 
pose such differences among themselves 
than to litigate the matter in a court 
of judicature. By the adversary is 
meant not an enemy... but a brother 
that has ought against a man; a cred- 
itor, who demands and insists upon 
payment of what is owing to him” 
(Commentary in loco). That is, put 
things right, be reconciled to thy 
brother, before the case go too far. 
“First be reconciled to thy brother, 
and then come and offer thy gift” (Matt. 
5: 24). 

Thus, this Scripture has not the re- 
motest .connection with purgatory, but 
relates only to this present life. 

So hard-pressed is the Roman Church 
to find support for her claims, she must 
bring in odds and ends of Scripture 
verses, separated from the complete 
context, with the hope that they can 
deceive the unthinking into believing 
that she really has Scripture proof for 
her teachings. Statements are made 
for which there is no proof at all. 

In dealing with the subject of pur- 
gatory and prayers for the dead, the 
writers for the Roman Church, the Rev. 
Dr. Leslie Rumble, M.S.C., and the Rev. 
Charles M. Carty say quite dogmat- 
ically: “Yet we find St. Paul, in writ- 
ing to Timothy, offering a prayer for 
the repose of the soul of his dead 
friend, Onesiphorus, ‘The Lord grant 
unto him to find mercy,’ he prayed. 
2 Tim. 1:18” (“Radio Replies,” Second 
Volume, p. 209). 
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It is easy to deelare Onesiphorus dead, 
for, if they would teach prayers for the 
dead from this Scripture, then he would 
have to be dead. The question is, how 
did these gentlemen arrive at such a 
dogmatic conclusion? 

As weé examine this Scripture, we 
find there is no proof at all for the 
assertion that Onesiphorus was dead. 
Turning to the “New Catholic Edition” 
of the Holy Bible, we read of Paul, in 
writing to Timothy, speaking words of 
commendation regarding Onesiphorus; 
saying, “Because he often comforted me 
and was not ashamed of my chains,” 
etc. If the words in verse 18, “May the 
Lord grant him to find mercy,” teach 
that Onesiphorus was dead, then his en- 
tire household were also dead, because 
verse 16 says, “May the Lord grant 
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mercy to the house of Onesiphorus.” 

How could the entire household of 
Onesiphorus be dead, seeing that, in the 
same Epistle, at chapter 4, and verse 
19, we find the Apostle Paul sending 
his salutations to the household of 
Onesiphorus. ' That is what anyone can 
read in the “New Catholic Bible.” Here 
are the words: “Greet Prisca and 
Aquila and the household of Onesiph- 
orus.” It surely could not be argued 
that the Apostle Paul was sending 
greetings to purgatory! Of course not. 
He was sending greetings to people who 
were alive—namely, Prisca and Aquila, 
and the household of Onesiphorus. 
Then why assume that Onesiphorus was 
dead? The only reason can be, to try 
to build up a doctrine that is not there. 

(To be continued) 


Holding Class Interest With Juniors 


Actual methods that have worked 


T TAKES many and varied plans to 

get, and hold, the interest of lively, 
wide-awake Juniors in any Sunday 
school, but here are a few ideas that 
have worked well. As one Junior re- 
marked, “Because of our planning the 
interest grew, and because of the inter- 
est the membership grew.” The presi- 
dent of a Junior boys’ class, when asked 
how they tripled their enrollment from 
the six boys with which they started, 
replied, “It wasn’t easy! When we in- 
vite visitors to our class (boys who are 
not attending any other Sunday school), 
we have to work hard to get them in- 
terested, and then work even harder to 
keep them interested. We must have 
some activity or Bible study incentive 
going all the time. If we let down at 
even one meeting, we see the effect at 
the next one. We aim to give each 
member a job to do, and keep him busy 
all the time.” 

When a Junior is convinced that he 
can do some special job as well as, or 
better ‘than, anyone else, his attention 
is aroused and his interest mounts. So 
the final answer to the problem seems 
to be to give each member a job and 
put each one to work. As one member 
said of an experience in his class, “I 
think our class will continue to grow 
now, as we have a teacher who shows 
keen interest in us and is always plan- 
ning something to keep us busy.” The 
following are some of the ways various 
Junior classes have found for reaching 
that goal. . 

In all organized classes, of course, 
there are officers with their special 
duties—usually a president, vice-presi- 
dent, secretary, and treasurer who are 
either elected or appointed. The duties 
of these Juniors are more or less defined 
by their offices. Then the officers can 
appoint assistants for various class ac- 
tivities such as: social secretary, mem- 
bership committee chairman, lesson 
study promoter, recreational director, 
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and class co-ordinator who works with 
the Junior Department superintendent 
in a helpful capacity when special days 
or events are to be celebrated, programs 
to be presented, or visitors entertained 
and escorted about the building. 

Some classes have a Social Service 
Committee whose duties are quite dif- 
ferent from the Social Committee ac- 


-tivities which have to do with the plans 


for the good times and social functions 
of the class. The Social Service Com- 
mittee members think up ways in 
which the class can be of service to 
others, especially those who are needy 
outside the Sunday school. 

Changing officers and committeemen 
every three months, instead of electing 
them for an entire year, was found by 
one class to be very beneficial, as, in 
that way, more members have an op- 
portunity to serve in different capaci- 
ties and thus keep in touch with the 


functioning of each part of the class ~ 


structure. 

The Juniors, whether classes of boys 
or girls, use much the same methods of 
gaining and holding interest in their 
class projects. Both use “We miss you” 
cards, and telephone calls for keeping 
in touch with absentee members during 
the week. A follow-up system used 
each week, and not just every few 
weeks in a haphazard sort of way, 
seems to be the main success of this 
method. It usually works, too, if fol- 
lowed consistently. 

Having special birthday celebrations 
for the members of the class as each 
birthday occurs is another plan that 
holds interest and helps keep the at- 
tendance up. 

All of the social activities are super 
attractions of course. Picnics, beach 
parties with marshmallow toasts, and 
hikes seem to _be the choice of good 
times for the members of the girls’ 
classes, while the Junior boys like over- 

(Continued on page 678) 
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| International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 28. JUSTICE AND JUDGMENT 


Amos 7:7-9; Isaiah 1:10-20; Micah 2:1-3, 6-8; Matthew 7:15-27; 25:31-46; printed text, 
Matthew 25:31-46 


Golden Text.—For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.—Psa. 1:6 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory: 

32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he 
shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth 
his sheep from the goats: 

33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the 
goats on the left. 

34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 
Come, ye blessed*of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world: 

35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took 


| me in: 


36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited 
me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 

37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, 
when saw we thee.an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and 
gave thee drink? 

38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or 
naked, and clothed thee? 


s x 


39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto 
thee? 

40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I 
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye “have done it unto me. 

41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, De- 
part from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels: 

42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 

43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye 
clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 

44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when 
saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, 
or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 

45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto 
you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, 
ye did it not,to me. ; 

46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: 
but the righteous into life eternal. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

HROUGHOUT this quarter our les- 
[sons have dealt with some aspect 

of judgment. The constant sum- 
mons has beerf to fairness and benevo- 
lence, whether in family, community, 
national, or international relationships. 
As the culmination of the series we are 
now’ pointedly reminded that justice is 
not merely an optional, pleasant goal. 
It is imperative. Just conduct merits 
rewards. Injustice spells doom. 

God commands His people to be be- 
nevolent. He will brook no disobedi- 
ence. Formal religious exercises are 
no substitute for genuine concern for 
the needy. It is vain for hypocrites to 
call piously upon the Lord. Injustice 
is a barrier between man and God. If 
persisted in and unforgiven, it leads to 
eternal disaster. 

The judgment scene (Matt. 25:31-46) 
is not to be confused with the judgment 
of rewards for believers when they 
meet the Lord in the air (cf. 1 Thess. 
4:16, 17; 2 Cor. 5:10; Rev. 22:12), nor 
with the judgment of unbelievers at 
the “great white throne” (Rev. 20:11- 
15), at which all will be consigned to the 
“second death.” This judgment is that 
of the nations. 

Note that when the Lord Jesus re- 
turns for the Battle of Armageddon He 
will “judge and make war” (Rev. 19:11). 
He will overthrow the concentrated in- 
ternational hosts arrayed against Him 
and then institute the judgment here 
depicted. (For further detail study 


Joel 3:1-16.) Matthew stresses the cer- 
tainty, criterion, and finality of judg- 
ment. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 25:31—“When the Son of man 
shall come in his glory ... then shall he 
sit,upon the throne...” The “when” 
and “then” pinpoint this appearing of 
our Lord: it is His glorious return as 
King of kings, when, accompanied by 
saints and angels, He will come to 
“judge and make war” (Rev. 19:11; see 
Zech. 12:5; Col. 3:4). 


Verse 32.—“Before him shall be 
gathered all nations .. . he shall sepa- 
rate them . . . sheep from the goats.” 
Ethne (“nations”) probably refers to 
Gentiles (note contrast between these 
andthe Jewish “people” in Luke 2:32). 
The returning King will act as judge 
and divider of the Gentiles. 


Verse 33.—“He shall set the sheep on 
his right hand . . . the goats on the left.” 
Right and left symbolize acceptance 
and rejection. The “right hand” is the 
place of honor and preferment (cf. Gen. 
48:13, 17; Col. 3:1). 


Verse 34.—“Then shall the King say 
... Come, ye blessed . . . inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you...” The blessed 
ones “belong” (Greek) to the Father. 
They “inherit” as family. members, not 
as workers who earn entrance into the 
kingdom. From eternity God has His 
changeless plan for His own (cf. 1 Pet. 
1:4). 

Verse 35.—“I was an hungred, and ye 
gave me meat... thirsty . ...a stranger, 
and ye took me in.” To “take in” is to 
“show hospitality to.” In this verse and 


the next, six of the seven oft-quoted 
works of mercy are listed. (The sev- 
enth is care of the fatherless.) 

Verse 36—‘“Naked, and ye clothed 
me... sick, and ye visited . . . in prison, 
and ye came...” To visit is to “over- 
see,” to attend to the needs of a person. 
Clothing, care, and consolation: these 
were provided by the “sheep” on the 
right hand. 

Verse 37.—“Then shall the righteous 
answer ... Lord, when saw we thee an 
hungred ...or thirsty ...” The exalted 
Saviour and judge identifies Himself 
with the needy of His people (cf. Acts 
9:4, 5). Care for those in distress should 
be “unto the Lord.” Jesus said that a 
cup of water could be given in His 
name (cf. Mark 9:41). 

Verse 38—“When saw we thee a 
stranger or naked, and clothed 
thee?” . Men often fail to appreciate the 
fact that humanitarianism may be a 
sacred as well as an unselfish privilege. 

Verse 39.—“Or when saw we thee 
sick, or in prison ...?” The list of mer- 
ciful activities is repeated four times 
in this passage. The repetition is im- 
pressive, as though the judge’s gavel 
were beaten in solemn, steady cadence. 

Verse 40—“The King shall answer 
... . Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 


one... of these my brethren... unto 
me.” The A.S.V. reads, “These my 
brethren, even these least.” Some rea- 


son on the basis of Hebrews 2:11 that 
“brethren” signifies the human race and 
that the justice commended is general 
benevolence. Probably the reference 
is to the Jews, our Lord’s national 
“brethren.” 
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Verse 41.—“Then shall he say . . . De- 
part from me, ye cursed, into everlast- 
ing fire... for the devil...” This isa 
sobering text. The doom of the wicked 
involves separation from the Lord, eter- 
nal torment and dreary, endless associa- 
tion with Satan and his hosts. Compare 
the “prepared” here with the “prepared” 
in verse 34. 

Verse 42—“I was an hungred ... ye 
gave me no meat: I was thirsty .. .” 
Where one spends eternity depends ex- 
clusively upon his relationship to 
Christ. Of course concern for the Lord’s 


brethren stems from faith in the Lord 


Himself. 
Verse 43.—“I was a stranger, and ye 
took me not in: naked .. . sick, and in 


prison, and ye visited me not.” The 
sin of omission is here condemned. Neg- 
ative failure to show justice to the 
needy is regarded as positive injustice. 

Verse 44.—“Then shall they also an- 
swer ... when saw we thee an hungred 

. or in prison, and did not minister 
unto thee?” Unconcern for the dis- 
tressed is a dereliction both of duty 
and of glorifying the Saviour. Self- 
interest has taken the place of Christ- 
honoring service. 

Verse 45.—“Then shall he answer... 
Inasmuch as ye did it not ... ye did it 
not to me.” The “goats” were guilty of 
caring neither for Christ nor His breth- 
ren. Their failure to detect the King’s 
self-identification with the -oppressed 
did not lessen their guilt. 

Verse 46.—“These shall go away into 
everlasting punishment . ... the right- 
eous into life eternal.” The same word 
aionion is used for punishment and life: 
both are everlasting and endless. That 
the righteousness in question is that “of 
faith” is repeatedly made clear in the 
Bible (e.g., Rom. 10:4-10). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The righteousness that people need 
to get to Heaven is faith-righteousness. 
This is the righteousness Christ earned 
for them and which was imputed to 
them (put to their account) the mo- 
ment they trusted the Saviour. 

But acts of righteousness, justice, and 


mercy form the basis on which rewards -~ 


are given and punishment meted out. 
Whether it be at the judgment seat of 
Christ, the judgment of the nations, or 
the judgment of unbelievers at the 
great white throne, the principles upon 
which God judges do not change. 

These principles are described in this 
lesson. 

First, the judgment of God is exact. 
The plumb line of Amos 7:7, 8 suggests 
the unswerving precision with which 
the Almighty acts. Divine justice is 
“according to truth” (Rom. 2:2). The 
Lord is not deceived by hollow pro- 
fessions of faith. His unerring eyes 
pierce beneath surface sham. 

Second, the judgment is_ certain. 
Deeds of justice and love will receive 
approbation and reward. But on the 
other hand, as the sword of Jeroboam 
and Isaiah’s day (cf. Amos 7:9; Isa. 
1:20) fell upon unjust and stubborn 
Israel, so dire penalties will inevitably 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


12. September 21.—Justice for People in 

Need. Deuteronomy 15:7-11; 24: 

19-21; Isaiah 58:4-12; Matthew 

9:35, 36; Luke 4:14-22; Hebrews 
13:1-3; 1 John 3:11-24 


Next Week’s Lesson 


1. October 5.—Introducing the Gospel. 
Luke 1:1-4; 3:1-14; Acts 1:1-5 








fall in the future upon the unjust (cf. 
Mic. 2:3; Matt. 7:23, 27; 25:41). 

Third, the judgment is dependent 
upon conduct. Faith determines en- 
trance into Heaven, but works deter- 
mine rewards or retribution. Failure 
to show mercy, as well as flagrant acts 
of inhumanity, makes one guilty. 

Fourth, the judgment is planned. It 
is part of the divine scheme for the 
future. Blessing is “prepared” for the 
worthy (cf. Matt. 25:34); and doom is 
“prepared” for the unworthy (cf. Matt. 
25:41). The inflexibility of the plan 
is due to the changeless nature of God, 
who is holy and cannot countenance 
iniquity; and to the heinous nature of 
sin, which is_ rebellious effrontery 
against God. 

Fifth, the judgment is final. Eternal 
life is matched by eternal death, or 
separation from God. 

Sixth, the judgment is blessed for 
those who inherit glory, and horrible 
for those who are punished. Kingdom 
felicity is contrasted with fire (Matt. 
25: 34, 41). 

Seventh, the judgment of death may 
yet be avoided. The gracious invitation 
“Come” is still extended. Cleansing for 
sin is still available. Scarlet transgres- 
sions may still become “as white as 
snow” (Isa. 1:18). And the subsequent 
summons to works of justice and hu- 
manity is still clear. 


Topics for Development 
Divine Justice. “God is love” (1 John 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT does the plumb line of Am 
7:7 signify? ° 

2. Of what were sinners particularly 
guilty in Micah’s day? 

3. How, according to Christ, are false 
prophets sometimes disguised? 

4. What is the fate of fruitless trees? 

5. Upon what contrasting bases did 
the Lord Jesus state that houses may 
be built? 

6. What two characteristics of God 
were wonderfully revealed in the sac- 
rifice of His Son? 

7. When will the judgment of nations 
take place? 

8. Into what two groups will the 
nations be divided? ; 

9. What criterion will determine the 
judgment they receive? 

10. What two destinies await the na- 
tions? 

(Answers on page 678) 
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But He is also “the Judge of al] 


4:8). 
the earth” (Gen. 18:25). Justice is an 
attribute of the Almighty. God de. 
mands justice among men because He 
Himself is just. His will thus reflects 
His nature. Moreover the judgment 
that unjust people deserve and will re- 
ceive is not the result of divine whim 
or caprice. It depends upon the fact 
that God’s nature is unchangeable and 
His will benevolent but inflexible. 


The Judgments. of God. Distinguish 
carefully between His judgments past 
and future. Believers’ sins were judged 
once for all on the cross when Christ 
died “the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God” (1 Pet. 3:18). 
The justice of God was vindicated in 
the death of His dear Son for our sins, 
In the Lord Jesus “we have redemption 
through his blood, evep the forgiveness 
of sins” (Col. 1:14). “There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus .. .” (Rom 8:1). 
Thank God that our sin question has 
been forever settled. 

But judgments still await in the fu- 
ture. The works of Christians will earn 
rewards at the judgment seat of Christ 
(¢f. Rom. 14:10). The criteria of judg- 
ment discussed in this lesson will be 
applied there. What a challenge this is 
to personal virtue, benevolence, and 
testimony. Some day the nations of 
earth will receive their judicial verdict 
(Matt. 25:31-46). And after the Devil 
has met his doom (Rev. 20:10), unbe- 
lievers will be raised to stand before 
the august tribunal of the “great white 
throne”—a hopeless, hapless company 
of the eternally lost (Rev. 20:11-15). 

But still .the gracious invitation is 
extended to sinners to repent and re- 
turn to God in saving faith (cf. Isa. 1: 
18). It is the eleventh “hour, but the 
hour of twelve has not yet struck. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The certainty of judgment 
7:7-9; Matt! 7:19; 25:31) 

2. The candidates for judgment (Matt. 
25: 32) 

3. The basis of judgment (Mic. 2:1, 2; 
Matt. 25: 35, 36, 42, 43) 

4. The finality of judgment (Matt. 25: 
46) 


(Amos 


Practical Applications 

It is comforting and reassuring to 
know that the saints’ entrance into 
Glory is certain. They have been 
washed, sanctified, justified, and thus 
prepared (1 Cor. 6:9-11). But it is very 
sobering indeed to dwell on the cer- 
tainty and endless horror of the doom 
awaiting unbelievers. How can we be 
complacent if we know and really be- 
lieve these things? 

Do we sit idly by while multitudes 
perish without Christ? Are we as con- 
cerned about people in our neighbor- 
hood as we are about benighted races 
beyond the sea? 

Nations will be judged in accordance 
with their treatment of Christ’s “breth- 
ren,” Israel. When the appeal is made 
to us to support missions to the Jews, 
what is our response? 
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Lesson for September 28 


Ask yourself: Who are the needy for 
whom I am responsible? Is it enough 
for me to mail CARE packages at 
Christmas? Or are destitute people 
within reach of where I live? Remem- 
ber that in this day of frustration men 
need God more than gifts—peace as 
well as packages, courage as well as 
cash. 

This entire series of lessons on justice 
should cause us to rest anew in the 
finished work of Christ and to be rest- 
less in getting out the Gospel of grace 
around the world. 


Golden Text 

Psa. 1:6.—*. . . the Lord knoweth the 
way of the righteous .. . the way of the 
ungodly shall perish.” God is omnis- 
cient; nothing escapes His knowledge. 
Two destinies await men. Righteous- 
ness, achieved of course only through 
Christ, brings eternal bliss; ungodliness 
results in everlasting misery. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“When the Son of man shall... sit 
upon the throne of his glory” (Matt. 
25:31).—Although the Lord was the 
“King of the Jews,” He never sat upon 
a throne while He was on earth. When 
Pilate asked the straightforward ques- 
tion, “Shall I crucify your king?” the 
chief priests definitely said, “We have 
no king but Caesar” (John 19:15). So 
they gave their Messiah a cross! 


At the present time, the Lord does | 


not have a throne on earth. It is true 


as D. W. Whittle wrote: 

Our Lord is now rejected, 
And by the world disowned, 

By the many still neglected, 
And by the few enthroned; 

But soon He’ll come in glory! 
The hour is drawing nigh, 

For the crowning day is coming 
By and by. 

According to our Lord’s own state- 
ment, He is at present seated with His 
Father on His throne (Rev. 3:21). But 
He is to have a throne of His own 
when He comes to earth in glory and 
all the holy angels with Him, as our 
text in Matthew reveals. And that is 
the throne He will share with over- 
comers of this dispensation. 

He is a King at present (Psa. 24:7-10; 
1 Tim. 1:17), but not in manifestation 
(1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 19:16). What a 
marvelous manifestation of the King 
that will be when as Son of man He 
comes in His glory, and all the holy 
angels with Him—for thete are “ten 
thousand times ten thousand, and thou- 
sands of thousands” of angels! 

While here in humiliation, our Lord 
did not ask the Father for the “more 
than twelve legions of angels,” which 
the Father was able to send to Him; 
but at His inauguration as King, they 
shall be present. 

In this period of His rejectiong it be- 
comes everyone placing faith in Him 
as Lord and Saviour to say to Him, 
“King of my life, I crown Thee now” 
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and place the scepter of one’s being 
in His hand, so to speak, and say, 
“Reign Thou supremely over me.” Be 
an overcomer now, and anticipate the 
superb privilege of sitting with Him in 
His throne (Rev. 3:21) and reigning 
with Him (Rev. 5:10; 22:5). 


“And before him shall be gathered 
all nations .. .” (Matt. 25:32).—This is 
to be a judgment of nations living on 
earth at the time of His glorious return, 
for nothing is said of death and resur- 
rection. 

It is at the judgment of the great 
white throne that death delivers up the 
bodies, and hell the spirits and souls of 
the wicked, and they shall be “judged 
out of those things which were written 
in the books, according to their works.” 
But this judgment is after the thou- 
sand-year reign (Rev. 20:5-15), while the 
judgment of nations is at the beginning 
of that reign (Matt. 25:34). 


“. . Inasmuch as ye have done it un- 
to one of the least of these my breth- 
ren, ye have done it unto me” (Matt. 
25:40).—There is no mention in our 
lesson of these nations being “judged 
out of those things . . . written in the 
books.” The King judges them for one 
thing—their attitude toward His earthly 
brethren—the Jews in general (Gen. 
12:3) and the Jewish messengers spe- 
cially, who will preach the Gospel of 
the Kingdom in all the world. (Matt. 
24:14) after the true Church is “caught 
up” (1 Thess. 4:16, 17). 

There will be those who will hear 
and believe their message and treat the 
messengers hospitably. They will give 
them food, clothing, medicine, and what- 
ever else is needed by them. 

There will be others who will not 
minister to them. The Lord does not 
say they persecuted them. He charges 
them with neglect and refusal to be 
considerate of them. 


“Inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you...” (Matt. 25:34)—The Kingdom 
was prepared “from the foundation of 
the world,” whereas those who con- 
stitute the Church were chosen in 
Christ “before the foundation of the 


@ world” (Eph. 1:4). 


The kingdoms of this world shall be- 
come the Kingdom of the Lord Jesus, 
and He shall reign forever. 


“Depart from me, ye cursed ... 
(Matt. 25:41)—The “goat” nations— 
those who did not minister to the needs 
of our Lord’s earthly brethren—are the 
“cursed” and shall go into “everlasting 
punishment” (v. 46). 

Some persons attempt to deny that 
the punishment is eternal, yet do not 
deny that the life is eternal. Accord- 
ing to Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance, 
the word in the original is the same for 
the punishment and the life. Hence, if 
the life is eternal, so is the punishment. 

Although believers in this dispensa- 
tion are not offered an entrance into the 
Kingdom for practical consideration of 
the Lord’s brethren, they are promised 
rewards for every good deed done to 
those belonging to Him (Mark 9:41; 
Eph. 6:8; Col. 3:24; Heb. 6:10). What- 
ever is done even for the least of them 
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is done unto the Lord Jesus; for Christ 
and believers are one. Everything done 
against them is done against Him (Acts 
9; 1-4). 

Wawona, CALir. . 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HyMns 
“Unto the Hills Around” 
“Where He Leads Me” 
“Saviour, While My Heart Is Tender” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, whose mercy endureth for- 
ever, forgive our foolish ways and lead 
us in Thy way, the way everlasting. 
Bless this lesson to us and to all others 
studying it today. Solemnize hearts 
by its picture of people meeting. Thee 
in judgment. Make us of those who 
put Thee first and are upright, pure, 
and loving. Shew Thy mercy to the 
sinning, the suffering, and the sorrow- 
ing, and make us quick to see and will- 
ing to do what we can for their help. 
And lead us to do it in the name and 
for the sake of Thy dear Son, our 
Saviour, through whom we ask these 
mercies today. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—God knows every- 
thing about us, since nothing is hid 
from Him. So, when our Golden Text 
says, “The Lord knoweth the way of 
the righteous,” it means more than that 
He is fully informed about people. It 
means He acknowledges the way of the 
righteous as the right way, the way He 
Himself takes and to which He calls us 
all, the way of right as against wrong, 
the good as against the evil way. And 





HELP ME, LORD, 


TO “tw WAY 


because God approves this way, it has 
His blessing and so is enduring. But 
because God cannot approve the way 
of the ungodly, it lacks His blessing, 
and at last that way perishes; it comes 
to nothing. 

Remember this text when it looks as 
though wrong is winning and right is 
losing. Often in the past the ungodly 
and wicked have come to great power 
and prosperity fot a time, but it has 
never endured. So will it be with the 
ungodly of today. Their success will 
not last because God is against the way 
they take. But, no matter how tough 
things get for the godly, they will come 
out all right at last since God is for 
them and their way. Job, in all his 
troubles knew this and said, “He 
knoweth the way that I take: when he 
hath tried me, I shall come forth as 
gold” (Job 23:10)—as gold purified by 
the refiner’s fire. Wise people therefore 
take the godly way and live as God re- 
quires. Leave God out of your life and 
all you live for will come to nought at 
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last. But put God first, as the godly do; 
obey His Word and take His Way and 
then you and your. way of life will have 
their place in the plan of God for all 
eternity; “for the Lord knoweth the way 
of the righteous; but the way of the un- 
godly shall perish.” 
Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, our Lord made a dra- 

matic word picture of the judgment 
seat with the sheep and the goats sep- 
arated, the sheep on His right and 
the goats on His left: the sheep repre- 
senting those who shall “inherit the 
——- prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world,” while the goats 
represented those who shall “go away 
into everlasting punishment.” These 
were chosen, from “all nations: and he 
shall separate them one from another, as 
a shepherd divideth his sheep from the 
goats.” The, judgment was determined 
by the way in which the nations treated 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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“one of the least of these my brethren” 
—the Lord’s brethren, the Jews. 

Now, fellows, while the Judge is 
dealing here with the nations, as for in- 
stance, Germany and Russia for perse- 
cuting the Jews, the lesson is lost upon 
us unless it is broken down to the in- 
dividual. The acts of any nation orig- 
inate in the heart and will of the 
individual. A nation is made up of indi- 
viduals and its actions in their essénce 
are personal. If the United States in 
any way mistreats (or neglects!) the 
Lord’s brethren, you cannot lay the 
blame on Uncle Sam if your own heart 
and actions are not right in the matter. 
Indeed, a good citizen accepts responsi- 
bility for his nation’s actions and inter- 
national relationships to the extent that 
he uses what influence he may have to 
direct them. His influence may be very 
limited, but he can at least pray just as 
earnestly and persistently as the Presi- 
dent and the Secretary of State should 
pray. 

So it boils down to this: How do you 
treat the fellows who come to your 
door? I had a painful experience just 
this week. I was rushing to get some- 
thing ready for the mail. I had already 
been interrupted several times and the 
noon luncheon was ready and waiting 
in the breakfast room, when there was 
a knock at the front door. Impatiently 
I opened the door and there stood a 


- young fellow to sell me some magazine 


subscriptions. He was hot and tired 
and as he explained he was trying to 
make his way in college, he wiped off 
the perspiration with a wet handker- 
chief. Well, we were already receiving 
five monthly and weekly magazines, be- 
sides a half-dozen weekly periodicals 
and the daily paper—actually reading 
about five per cent of them. I shut him 
off almost in the beginning of his pre- 
pared introduction—in a kindly manner, 
I thought, but the poor boy gave up 
easily and slumped away with a sad and 
disappointed look on his face. 

When I sat down again to my delayed 
work, I could not think. That tired 
boy’s expression as he turned away in 
the hot sun stared me in the face. I 
could have at least invited him in for a 
few moments to have a cool drink of 
water and a word or two of encourage- 
ment. I went to the front door to call 
him back, but he was out of sight. How 
fine it would have been if I had asked 
him to come in and share with us a re- 
freshing lunch! I had to take time to 
eat, anyway. 

The past few nights I have spent some 
uncomfortable moments thinking about 
that boy. What an opportunity I 
missed! Several times I have awak- 
ened, thinking I heard a knock at the 
front door—then speculating: Suppose 
I should open it and see the Lord Jesus 
standing there, weary and perspiring! 
“Inasmuch as ye did it not to the least 
of these, ye did it not to me.” 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. r 
 S 


Never make this plea—If only I were 
somewhere else!—Oswald Chambers. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ID you girls know that Sunday 

schools used to teach children to 
read? About two hundred years ago, 
a committee of angry men called on 
Robert Raikes, a newspaper editor, and 
asked him to print some things against 
the rowdy children of Gloucester, Eng- 
land, the city where they lived. These 


men wanted Mr. Raikes to state in his , 


paper what a disgrace the rough, rude 
youngsters were who roamed the streets, 
and how shameful it was that their 
parents did not control them. At that 
time people who could afford it had 
private teachers for their boys and girls, 
but children of the poor got no educa- 
tion at all. When big enough, many 
worked in factories on weekdays and 
roamed the streets on Sundays, getting 
into all sorts of mischief. They had 
never been taught to read, and knew 
nothing of the Bible. 

Instead of publishing “articles con- 
demning these children and their par- 
ents, Mr. Raikes rented a large room in 
the heart of the city and started a Sun- 
day school where children were taught 
lessons from God’s Word, and were also 
taught to read the Bible for themselves. 

Now that we have free public schools 
for all children, Sunday schools do not 
usually teach reading. But the books 
used in public schools today are so far 
removed from. the Bible that many 
children who can read fairly well in 
school have difficulty in reading the 
Bible. It may. be that Sunday_ schools 
will have to do more teaching of read- 
ing. In any case, I believe that help- 
ing children read Bible words is a 
service to the Lord. 

Some time ago Mrs. Emmy Lou 
Murphy and I published a book for this 
special purpose. It is called “Stories I 
Can Read Myself About the Lord 
Jesus.” 1 Since our lessons for the next 
two quarters are on the life of Christ, it 
is a good time for you girls to learn how 
to use this book. If you get a book 
and show it to a neighbor who has a 
child six to eight years old, I think it 
likely she would be glad to pay for it, 
if you promised to help her child read 
it. 

All this quarter we have been study- 
ing about justice and righteousness. We 
have learned that God delights in 
goodness and hates injustice. Today we 
will seé that right behavior automati- 
cally follows salvation, because salva- 
tion brings a change of heart. If a 
heart -is truly changed, it must affect 
the life. Let us read Matthew 7: 15-23. 
Do you see the emphasis here on doing 
good? People-should be able to tell 
that we are Christians by the fact that 
we are absolutely honest. Sometimes 
I ask a high school teacher to name a 
student wlo can be depended on not to 
cheat, but to be fair in every way. 
When one of you is named, it makes 
me very happy! 

The last part of this chapter reminds 
us of the foundation of our salvation. 
We learn from 1 Corinthians 3:11 that 
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Lesson for September 28 


the Rock foundation is Christ. All un- 
saved people are building their lives on 
sand, whereas all Christians are build- 
ing én Christ. But some Christians are 
not building just as God wants them to. 
First Corinthians 3 tells of the possi- 
bility of having our works burned up, 
and entering into Heaven as though we 
had come through a fire. If we are 
building worthless things, we cannot 
expect others to believe that we are 
saved. Maybe we better check to see 
if we really are. If our belief in Christ 
has not affected our hearts, it is not 
real. If it has affected our hearts, then 
we will bring forth some good fruit. 
First Corinthians 4:5 speaks of the time 
when the Lord will judge the lives of 
Christians, and although we learn from 
chapter 3 that some will be saved “so 
as by fire,” it says here “then shall 
every man have praise of God.” 

Turn next to Matthew 25:31-46 and 
let us take turns reading the. verses. 
Here we have two groups of people 
whose lives have been different and 
whose future is different. What are 
God’s people called here? (Sheep.) 
Right. Some people have thought that 
this passage teaches that the Lord di- 
vides people on the basis of what they 
have done rather than on the basis of 
their faith in Christ. But many other 
Scriptures show that this is not so. 
What, then, does this mean? Remem- 
ber that the heart is the spring of ac- 
tidén. The “sheep” were kind to the 
Lord’s “brethren” because of what was 
in their hearts. The “goats” were not 
kind to them because there was noth- 
ing in their hearts but the selfishness 
of fallen man. ._God’s people do good 
works, not to be saved, but because 
they are saved. 





1May be ordered this quarter from Miss 
Vivian D. Gunderson, Ferndale, Wash., at the 
special price of 50 cents a copy. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
The Test of Love (Matt. 25:34-40) 


EMORY caps on! How many of 

our rules of love and fair play 
and fair work, which we have learned 
from the Bible, can we think of? (The 
children may volunteer the ones they 
recall. The following memory verses 
may be included: Deut. 6:18; Prov. 20:1; 
Eccles. 9:10; Rom. 12:9, 21; Eph. 6:1; 
Jas. 2:8; 1 John 4:7.) Is learning the 
rules enough? The Bible says, “But be 
ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only” (Jas. 1:22, Memory Verse. Put 
this verse at the top of the blackboard, 
with “doers” in capital letters or un- 
derlined.) 

Now let us see if these persons are 
“doers.” (Below the verse list the name 
as each is discussed.) Does God Him- 
self keep His own rules? (Psa. 145:9; 
Rom. 10:12. He kept Rom. -12:21 by 


giving His own Son for people who had 
sinned against Him.) 
Jesus keep these rules? 


How did the Lord 
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His treatment of Matthew, Zacchaeus, 
and the children. Continue in the same 
way with: Solomon, Daniel, Nehemiah, 
Zacchaeus, Cornelius, Peter, Onesimus, 
and Philemon.) Now can I put any 
class mames here? George, can you 
tell us of some time when you practiced 
these rules you have just learned? 
Some time when you did not? 

There is a Judge who is absolutely 
fair in decisions about cheating or fair 
play, selfishness, or love. He will make 
no mistake about you. The Bible shows 
several judgment scenes, when the good 
are rewarded and the bad punished. 
Let us look at one which the Lord Him- 
self told about. Use your imagination as 
we read it. Sally may read aloud the 
Bible words of Matthew 25:31, and Betty 
may tell us the picture she sees from it. 
(Continue in similar manner, grouping 
the verses as follows: vv. 32, 33; 34-36; 
37-40; 41-43; 44, 45; 46.) 

Here are some other “doing” verses 
(Prov. 20:11; Matt. 7:12; 1 John 3:18, 
“deed” means something done; Matt. 
7:21, 24-27). Shall we make some post- 
ers to finish this set of lessons? They 
will decorate our classroom and serve 
as reminders of what we have learned. 
(Divide the class into groups of two or 
three to illustrate each reference by 
choosing a picture, mounting it on an 
appropriate color of background, and 
adding a copy of the Scripture verse or 
its reference. Have on hand such pic- 
tures as may be available from maga- 
zines: a child at work, children at play, 
a child helping someone in trouble. 
The last two references may better be 
represented symbolically. Ask an ar- 
tistic member of the class in the group 
to illustrate Matthew 7:21, and suggest 
a city in the clouds, with a wall and a 
gate. It may be drawn and colored, or 
cut from colored papers. For verses 
24-27 suggest the drawing of a large, 
open Bible to represent Christ’s say- 
ings. Color its edges appropriately. 
On one page of the open Bible super- 
impose a cutout figure of the Lord in 
a teaching pose, and on the other, 
sketches of an Oriental house standing, 
with slanting lines of rain across it, and 
an Oriental house in ruins with the lines 
of rain. Trees, bowed to suggest the 
wind, and lightning may be added if 
desired. Some of the important words 
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How to be money-wise 
and Christian too- 


Buy an annuity with aiheart: 

You are wise to invest your money in an 
annuity —a safe, worry-free form of in- 
vestment. You are truly Christian to buy 
an annuity with a heart—an American 
Bible Society Annuity Agreement. 

In this way you obtain a secure, regu- 
lar, unchanging income that begins 
immediately—provides com- 
fort for you all your eeeeeeeoeeeeee 
lifé—and then goes § Prompt, 
on afterward to 
spread the Gospel to 
all the world. 

Send Coupon Today! 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY _| 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


Please send me, without obli 
booklet SSA-89, entitled “A Gat Thar Lives yes.” 


ame 
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Zz 








City Zone___State___ 
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(Matt. 20:28. AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC., P.O. Box 41198-T, Los Angeles 41, Calif. 


- BROOKS BIBLE WORK BOOKS 


By DR. KEITH L. BROOKS 


Use Question-and-Answer Method to Uncover Spiritual Riches 
This amazing series of 23 titles covers the important parts of 
God’s word and yields up the pure gold of its teaching equally 
for simple converts or scholarly minds. Searching questions 
are answered with Bible references to be looked up and 
written down. Try this simple direct method and discover 
the blessing possible from even a few minutes a day. 


BEGIN NOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE BETTER 


Junior Bible Work Book....35c 
Heart of John’s Gospel.....25c¢ 
Christian Character Course 30c 
Bible Principles of Prayer 30c 


Order today from your book store or direct. Write for Free Book Bul- 
letin gnd sample copy of the monthly magazine Prophecy Monthly. 
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Vance Havner 


writes on Revelation 


REPENT 
OR_ ELSE! 


Vance Havner 
finds that 
Christ’s message 
to five out of the 
seven churches 
of Revelation 
applies with 
equal force to many churches* 
today. He calls on such 
churches to go beyond outward 
show of success and to achieve 
real revival. $2.00 




















At your bookstore 
FLEMING Hi. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers 














SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
— received in ye! mail from 

ica. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
"Talmage Payne, Director 
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Order from your bookstore 
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of the selection may appear in the lines 

of the open Bible beyond the pictures. 

The posters may need to be completed 

at home and brought next Sunday. 

Younger juniors enjoy the motion song: 

The wise man built his house upon the rock... 
And the rains came tumbling down. 


The rains came down, and the floods came up... 
But the house on the rock stood firm. 


Suppose you live this coming week as 
if the Lord were coming in His glory 
next Sunday to decide about you! You 
might see Him even sooner than that! 


Orono, MAINE. 
xs 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


More Marvelous Than Radar.—For 
the Lord knoweth the way of the right- 
eous (Psa. 1:6, Golden Text). What a 
wonderful invention the radar screen 
is! That it should be possible to plot 
the path through air or sea of planes 
or ships seems almost miraculous. Then 
what shall we say of the Lord’s knowl- 
edge of the way of the righteous? 
How many of them are there in the 
world? Millions! Yet the Lord notes 
their slightest divergence from the right 
path and knows of every danger con- 
fronting them and will guide them with 
His eye—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


No Surrender.—When the Son of man 
shall come in his glory (Matt. 25:31). 
A young convert told of his experience 
in the War. He was in the “Lost Bat- 
talion.” “We were cut off from our 


main army, and all around us were. 


Germans. Our food and water gave 
out, and every once in a while a Ger- 
man would come and say, ‘Surrender.’ 
Only one shell was left, and we decided 
to use it as a signal. At night we turned 
the cannon straight up, put in the shell, 
prayed, and pulled the trigger. How 
we hoped the Americans would see it! 
Next morning an airplane dropped us 
canteens of water and bread, and a 
note saying, ‘Hold on! I am coming!’ 
This continued for several days. Then 
we heard cannon roaring. Soon our 
army came and took us to our lines.” 
We Christians are being asked to sur- 
render to the world in these last days, 
but God sends us this message, “Hold 
on! I am coming.”—From The Sunday 
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Tract Ministry Reaps a Rich Harvest 


tracts to scatter far and wide the message of salva- 
of God wins souls for eternity. Remember the prom- 


shall not return unto me 


Tracts That Will Help 


«+ « to spread God's word, strengthert 
They are colorful, evangelistic, Bible-centered, beautifully designed and att 





the weak, convict sinners and save the fost, 


Send for FREE Sample Packet and price list TODAY! 
Complete pack of Christian Life and Evangelistic tracts (over 100) only $1.00. 


HERALD PRESS TRACTS Dept.ss Scottdale, Penna. 


September 13, 1958 


School Times. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Perpendicular Division—And he shall 
set the sheep on his right hand, but the 
goats on the left (Matt. 25:33). It has 
been said that we divide the human 
race horizontally, high class, middle 
class, low class; but Christ divided it 
perpendicularly, to the right and to the 


left—From “Jesus Only,” by Vance 
Havner. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. , 


Are You Like Jesus?—I was sick, and 
ye visited me (Matt. 25:36). A hospital 
chaplain was visiting the children’s 
ward. He went from bed to bed, speak- 
ing comforting words to the poorly ones, 
cracking jokes with those who were 
getting better, and, as this was a special 
day, finding a chocolate for each one. 
At last he reached a little boy who 
looked as if he came from a poor home, 
and was in the hospital because of an 
accident in the street. The chaplain 
sat himself down beside the little fellow, 
patting his hand and stroking his head, 
and popping a chocolate into his mouth. 
At last he had to move away, and was 
talking to another little patient when, 
happening to glance back, he saw the 
wan little fellow beckoning him. He 
returned to his side, asking, “Well, 
sonny, what is it?” “Are you—are you 
Jesus?” he asked. What a beautiful 
thing to be asked! Is there any likeli- 
hood of anyone’s mistaking you for 
Jesus? Are you so kind, so gentle, and 
so loving that you are like Him?—From 
the Methodist Recorder. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


For One of His—And the King shall 
answer and say unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my breth- 
ren, ye have done it unto me (Matt. 25: 
40). One day while visiting a quiet, 
humble Christian lady, I told her about 
another Christian who had been quite 
ill. She was poor, and badly needed a 
warm housecoat. My friend told me 
she had one to spare, and added, “but I 
want to wash it and mend it as neatly 
as possible. I'll have it ready for her 
tomorrow.” I called’ next day for the 
housecoat. It had been prepared with 
the most loving care. A handkerchief 
had been tucked in one of the pockets; 
in another pocket was a fifty-cent piece 
and a little booklet of promises from 
God’s Word. As she handed me the 
parcel this godly woman said, “As it’s 
for one of His ‘least of these,’ I wanted 
it to be as nice as I could afford to 
make it.”—Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Toronto, Can. 


Has Your Heart Stopped?—Verily I 
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not 
to one of the least of these, ye did it not 
to me (Matt. 25:45). Spurgeon started 
up one night in great fright. He had 
just dreamed that his heart had stopped 
beating. His watch was within reach, 
and looking at it he discovered that it 
had stopped running, apparently at the 
very moment when he had the evil 
dream. His own explanation, probably 
the correct one, was that the moment 
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the watch stopped‘ his ear had. noted 
the change, and that brought on the 
dream. With the readiness that always 
characterized him for using common 
things as illustrations of great truth, 
Spurgeon seized upon this incident, and 
said, “How I wish every Christian, 
whenever he feels the works of piety 
are not carried on by him, would start 
up in fright and say, ‘Has my heart 
stopped?’”"—From Dr. Henry H. Hep- 
burn, at a Winona Lake Bible Confer- 
ence. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, 
Kans. 

Good-by—or Good Night?—And these 
shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment: but the righteous into life eternal 
(Matt. 25:46). A devoted Christian 
man on his deathbed called the mem- 
bers of his family one by one, spoke a 


*few loving words to each, and to each 


said “Good night.” The last he sum- 
moned was his son Charles, who had 
fallen under evil influences. Said his 
father: “Charlie, your mother and I 
believed you would develop into a great 
and noble man, but you have disap- 
pointed us. You have not heeded the 
warnings of God’s Word or the call of 
the Saviour. But I have always loved 
you, Charlie, and I love you still. Good- 
by, Charlie, .good-by!” The sobbing 
boy seized his father’s hand and cried, 
“Why have you said ‘Good night’ to the 
others but ‘Good-by’ to me?” “Because 
the Bible assures me of reunion with 
them but no hope of seeing you ‘over 
there.’” Charlie kneeling at the bed- 
side cried out to God in agony of soul 
for forgiveness and hope of meeting his 
father again. “Do you mean it, Char- 
lie?” “God knows I do.” “Then it is 
not ‘good-by.’ Good night, my boy.” 
And he was gone. Charles is mow a 
minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and looking forward to some day hear- 
ing his father say, “Good morning, 
Charlie, Good morning.”—Condensed 
from a tract of Evangelical Tract Dis- 
tributors. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Rich- 
mond, Kans. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ERHAPS you have already met in 

school this year some new friends 
—boys and girls who may not have 
been in your school before. Have you 
tried to make them feel dt home? It 
is not easy, you know, to be new and 
not know anyone. Let me ask you girls 
something: Which of the new girls have 
you tried to help? The ones that wear 
the best clothes? The ones who have 
plenty of spending money? Or did you 
purposely try to be a friend to the girl 
whose clothes were old or cheap? The 
girl whose face may not be as pretty 
as some? The girl who never has any 
Spending money? 

And you boys. What about you? 
Have you chosen to help the boy who 
has to wear glasses? The one who does 
not have a baseball and bat or a foot- 
ball? The boy who must rush home 


Q 
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7 READ what Mr. and Mrs. W. say: 
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Moody Annuities are 
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| good investments... 
\ 


we’ve been partners with Moody Bible Institute 


\ in the Lord’s work for more than 20 years— 
\ and not once during all these years has the 
‘\ Institute ever missed a single payment—or 
a been late with a check.” 
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Mrs. W. also added: 
“We've experienced the 
wonderful satisfaction and 
joy, too, that comes from 
having a part in winning 
the lost for Christ.” 


.-. and that's what we 
mean by 


DOUBLE 
DIVIDENDS! 


If you are like many other 
Christians, you’re looking 
for security . . . a regular, 
worry - free income, unaf- 
fected by the ups and downs 
of the stock market, “sput- 
niks” or world conditions. 

And in brief, that’s what 
you'll enjoy in the Moody 
Annuity Plan—assurance of 
a generous, guaranteed in- 
come as long as you live (up 
to 84,% return, depending 
on your age). Yes, you'll 
have peace of mind plus the 
joy and satisfaction of hav- 
ing a definite share in the 
Lord’s work. 


A Moody representative pays these long-time annui- 
tants a visit. Annuitants are kept informed of Moody’s 


many ministries both by letter and personal visits of 


field men. 


Send for your 
FREE COPY 
of 


DOUBLE 
DIVIDENDS 





Carl J. Frizén, Stewardship Department 


820 N. LaSalle Street © 


stewardship and wills. 


Name. 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Chicago 10, Illinois 

( Please send me without obligation, Double Dividends, 
story of the Moody Annuity Plan. 

( Please send folder, You Can Take It With You, relating to 


Contains a chart showing income rates for 
all ages, explains tax benefits, tells you all 
about the many ministries of MBI in which 
you'll have a share—and how you can get 
started in the Moody Annuity Plan. 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY 


Dept. S-58-35-2 
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every afternoon to help with the work 
at home? Or have you preferred to be 
a friend to the boy who has everything? 

This is a very serious thing. And we 
must think about it carefully. - The 
Bible tells us that the Lord Jesus is go- 
ing to return for His own. This may be 
very soon—we do not know. But while 
He was still living on earth He told 
those whom He loved that they (and 
we!) should live each day as if He 
would be returning this very day. Not 
only are preachers and missionaries to 
remember this but He wants you and 
me to remember this and to do every- 
thing each day in such a way that we 
will please Him. This way we will not 
be ashamed should He come today. 


Perhaps the Lord Jesus was thinking 
of folks who could never be mission- 
aries or preachers, when He spoke the 
words of our lesson today. He wants 
each one to know that there is some- 
thing he or she can do for Him. Some 
things can be done for Him right in our 
schoolroom or on the playground during 
recess time. 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have 
been one who served the Lord Jesus 
when He was here on earth? Imagine 
being able to give food to Him when 
He was hungry! Or giving Him water 
_ for His thirst! Or having Him stay 

right'in your home—in your very own 
bed! Imagine being able to give Him 
clothes or caring for Him when He was 
sick. Wouldn’t it be thrilling to do 
things like this for God’s dear Son? 
“But,” you say, “I can’t do that. He is 
in Heaven now and I can’t give Him 
food or clothes or a room. Oh, I wish 
I could. But I can’t.” 

If we share what we have with those 
who are poor or who do not have as 
much as we have, we shall be rewarded. 
The Lord Jesus says so: “Whosoever 
shall give to drink unto one of these 
little ones a cup of cold water .. . he 
shall in no wise lose his reward” (Matt. 
10: 42). 








This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 672) 


1. The exactness of divine judgment. 

2. Plotting evil, coveting, stealing, 
and oppressing the needy (cf. Mic. 2:1, 
2). 

3. As wolves in sheep’s clothing (cf. 
Matt. 7:15). 

4. They are hewn down and cast in- 
to the fire (cf. Matt. 7:19). 

5. Upon rock or sand (Matt. 7:24, 
26). 

6. His justice and love. 

7. When the Saviour returns in glory 
with His holy angels (Matt. 25:31). 

8. The righteous (as sheep) and the 
unrighteous (as goats). 

9. The nations’ justice or injustice 
toward Christ’s needy brethren. 

10. Entrance into the kingdom of God, 
or departure into everlasting fire (Matt. 
25: 34, 41, 46). “ 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Do not forget this, boys and girls. 
Remember it when you choose your 
friends—choose those whom you can 
help. Share those things which you 
have. If it is all right with your mother, 
invite them to your home. If you know 
a boy or girl who is ill, visit that one. 
Take a gift. Speak about the Lord 
Jesus. Some may make fun of you for 
always seeking out as friends those 
whom no one else wants, but what does 
that matter? It is more important to 
please the Lord and to do things for 
Him. Let us, each one, ask the Heav- 
enly Father right now how we can best 
serve Him this week. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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The Cost of Service 
(Continued from second page) 


to anybody except ata positive and a 
conscious cost to ourselves? Why 
should we suppose that there is any 
value in a service on our part that costs 
us nothing in effort or sacrifice? 

If we would be of substantial service 
to others, our service must cost us some- 
thing. Neither our smiles nor our tears 
are of any value to another unless they 
represent real emotion in our hearts; 
and real emotion is always a cost to 
the heart. It is not enough to put on a 
smile of recognition or to drop a tear of 
sympathy. This is very often done 
without cost to the one party or value 
to the other. The feeling that prompts 
—which in fact forces—the smile or the 
tear, gives to that token its value; and 
such feeling cannot be experienced 
without a struggle in the heart that is 
moved by it. It is very easy to look 
or to speak just as we feel. It is not 
always easy to feel just as we ought to 
look and speak. To feel right is our 
duty. The forcing ourselves to this 
duty of right feeling is commonly the 
true cost of real and proper service. 
We too often fail of serving others, be- 
cause of our unwillingness to be at the 
necessary cost of right service. 

This truth ought to give us a higher 
appreciation of the loving service con- 
stantly rendered to us by those whose 
kindness and hearty ways'we have been 
accustomed to look at as the most nat- 
ural thing in the world, in all our in- 
tercourse with them, and as coming to 
us without any cost on their part. If 
their words and ways are valued by us, 
those words and ways are surely at a 
cost to them. It may be that it costs 
them more of a struggle than we im- 
agine never to lose patience with us; 
always to be considerate of our moods; 
to keep back all show of their own dis- 
comfort or struggles; to give us and 
our needs the foremost place in their 
thoughts while they are with us; and 
resolutely to be cheerful and apprecia- 
tive in spirit and expression, in spite of 
the trials which all the time they have 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 

















to contend with. A thought of the cost 
of the service they are thus rendering 
to us, so freely and lovingly, ought to 
increase our sense of its value and pre- 
ciousness. Whatever is of service to us 
from a friend has cost that friend to the 
full extent of its value to us. 

A cost, be it remembered, is not nec- 
essarily a loss. One may be all the 
richer for the cost of a new investment; 
but a cost is nevertheless always a cost. 
We cannot lay up treasure unless we 
have treasure to lay up. We cannot 
receive a treasure from another unless 
a treasure is given to us by another. 
Given or received, the measure of every 
treasure is the cost of that treasure; and 
no treasure.of service rendered or ac- 
cepted is of greater value than is in- 
dicated in its primary or its ultimate 
cost. 

(To be continued) 
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Holding Class Interest 
(Continued from page 670) 


night camping hikes, swimming and 
boating parties, bicycle sight-seeing 
trips, and athletic competitions with 
other boys’ classes. 

In fact, class contests play a large 
part in the interest-holding plans for 
both girl and boy Juniors. Two of the 
more popular contests have proved to 
be the following. The secretary of one 
Junior boys’ class wrote, “We had a 
contest with another boys’ class in 
which we had to write the books of the 
Bible in order, with each one of the 
names spelled correctly. The reason 
we won over the other class was be- 
cause they had not studied the correct 
spelling of many of the Old Testament 
books.” 

‘ Another bright idea for a contest for 
Juniors was thought up by the superin- 
tendent of a Junior Department. She 
announced that all Junior classes could 
compete ‘in an “Alphabet of Bible 
Verses,” the preparation for the’ final 
contest to last for several months. The 
idea was this. The members of each 
class started with “A,” the first letter 
of the alphabet, and had to select and 
memorize a Bible verse beginning with 
that letter. The following Sunday each 
member was to come to class equipped 
with a memory verse beginning with 
the letter “B” which they had found 
for themselves during the week. The 
other letters of the alphabet fqllowed 
in line, each week the members of each 
class going over again the ones they 
had learned before. When the alphabet 
had been completed in this way, the 
Junior superintendent arranged for a 
public contest before the whole Sunday 
school. Each class chose the verse for 
each letter that it liked best, and as- 
signed the verses to the different mem- 
bers of their class to repeat in the con- 
"test. The competition was exciting and 
far exceeded the superintendent’s high- 
est expectations for interest and co- 
operation. 

The Juniors also use many other 
methods for sustaining class interest by 
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doing things for others. For example: 
one class of Junior girls took charge of, 
and entertained, the younger children 
at a Sunday school picnic, so the moth- 
ers might enjoy themselves for a couple 
of hours. 

Another class with the same idea in 
mind; entertains the little tots in the 
Primary room of the Sunday school 
while their mothers are attending a 
missionary meeting in another part of 
the building. 

A class of boys put rubber tips on 
their classroom chairs to cut down on 
the noisy scraping sounds thaf inter- 
fered with the lesson study. 

Another class of boys design and 
make all the posters the Sunday school 
uses for advertising its various. pro- 
grams. 

A class of girls has adopted all the 
members of two “Rest Homes” for 
elderly ladies, and sends cards on the 
birthdays of the individual members, 
and cards to each one on all the special 
days such as Valentine’s Day, Mother’s 
Day, and so on. A bit of thoughtful- 
ness for others on the part of the girls, 
but oh, what a big influence it has on 
keeping the class spirit up, and interest 
at a high point. 


Kansas City, Mo. 
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What Is “The Emphatic Diaglott”? 


(Continued from second page) 


other Scriptures? There are instances 
where Theos—God—without the article, 
is used for God the Father, where, to 
give the translation “a God” would lead 
to utter confusion. 

Let us turn to “The Emphatic Diaglott” 
for examples, where, though referring 
to God the Father, the name “God” is 
without the article. 

(1) John 1:18, “No one has ever seen 
God.” Why is this not translated “a 
god”? It is without the article. (2) 
Romans 8:8, “Those, then, who are in a 
sensual state, are unable to please God.” 
Why not “to please a god”? It is with- 
out the article. (3) Romans 8:33, “Who 
will bring an accusation against God's 
Chosen ones? Will that God who jus- 
tifies?”. Why not “a god”? In each case 
it is without the article. (4) Phi- 
lippians 2:6, “Who, though being in God’s 
Form, yet did not meditate a usurpa- 
tion to be like God.” Why not, “Who, 
though being in the form of a god,” and 
“to be like a god”? In both instances 
Theos—God—is without the article. See 
also Philippians 2: 11. 

These references confirm the trans- 
lation of John 1:1, as given in the 
Authorized Version, viz., “and the Word 
was God,” which is, in reality, one of 
the strongest assertions of the deity of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The name “Diaglott” is not found in 
the dictionaries, but its root meaning is 
from the Greek word glossay which in 
Attic Greek is glotta, which means 
“tongue,” “language,” or “speech”; while 


the preposition dia, means “by means 
of,” or “by the agency of.” Thus, we 
have dia glotta, or diaglott, meaning 
“by means of language.” Therefore, 


“The Emphatic Diaglott” is a version of 
the New Testament giving emphases 
by means of language, in that certain 
words in the translation are given in 
capital letters for emphasis. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, September 28 


2. The Successful Youth Program 
(Luke 12:22-32) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
nn week’s topic is related, in a 

measure, to the topic on “Evange- 
lism Through Recreation” that we con- 
sidered two weeks ago, and also to last 
week’s topic on the “True Measure of 
Success.” It is intended to cover, how- 
ever, the whole area of activity in your 
young people’s group, rather than the 
one phase of recreation. 

You will recall that two weeks ago 
attention was called to the four basic 
principles that should’ characterize 
every Christian young people’s group. 
They were named by Dr. Francis Clark, 
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the founder of the Christian Endeavor 
movement, as four essentials: 1. Con- 
fession of Christ; 2. Service for Christ; 
3. Loyalty to Christ’s Church; 4. Fel- 
lowship with Christ’s people. Let us 
keep them in mind as we think of “The 
Successful Youth Program” in the terms 
of our own society. 
se 

First, let us see that any program, if 
it is to be successful, must be carefully 
planned. A good program does not just 
grow, like Topsy. The Lord, you will 
remember, used the example of a man 
starting to build a tower, and of a king 
hoping to conquer an enemy (Luke 14: 
28-32) to show the value of carefully 
considering the whole objective and 
counting the cost. Your group can have 
a successful young people’s program if 
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the right goals are chosen, and if your 
plans are well laid, and if your mem- 
bers are willing to pay the price, not 
so much in cash, but in time, prayer, 
consecrated work, and devotion. Count 
the cost, therefore, and ask yourselves 
whether or not you will, with God’s 
help, meet the challenge. 


Then, be very sure that the program 
upon which you are embarking is the 
right one. Many objectives, good 
enough in themselves, are not neces- 
sarily the ones for your group at this 
time. Discouragements and disappoint- 
ments and failures come, sometimes, 
because we go to God with our plans 
asking Him to bless them. We need 
first to go to Him and ask Him to show 
us His will. When we have His plans 
we may be absolutely sure of His bless- 
ing in carrying them out. In the words 
of the Scripture portion assigned for 
this week’s topic, “Seek ye the king- 
dom of God; and all these things shall 
be added unto you” (Luke 12:31). 
When we are willing to put Him first, 
and to be satisfied with nothing short 
of His will, then we may count upon 
His direction and guidance and upon 
the ultimate success of our undertaking. 


Then, be sure to ask God to unite and 
inspire your group for the program He 
has given you. In Nehemiah’s day, the 
work of building the wall of Jerusalem 
went: ahead successfully because “the 
people had a mind to work” (Neh. 4:6). 
Ask God to show you how to enlist the 
talents and efforts of each member. He 
has a way of stirring up sluggish or 
disinterested members that will sur- 
prise you. Ask, Him to help each one to 
see that the success of your program 
depends on every member’s joining in 
prayer and working together toward 
the goal God has given you. Point out 
te them from 1 Corinthians 12 that all 
do not have the same spiritual gifts, 
yet all are needed if the Church, the 
Body of Christ, is to function properly. 
When one member suffers, or does not 
operate properly, the whole body suf- 
fers. Just so, when one member of your 
group is inactive or disinterested or re- 
bellious, the whole society is hindered 
in accomplishing its work. Pray ear- 
nestly for a willingness on the part of 
each member to look upon the good of 
the whole group rather than upon their 
own importance or convenience, and 
for each one to be willing to pray and 
work, unnoticed if need be. 


se 

Finally, seek to have each member 
really trust God for the results. Tem- 
porary setbacks or disappointments or 
failures may come, but if all are pray- 
ing and working together and trusting 
God for the results, your program must 
be a success. It may not always be 
measured in a large increase in mem- 
bership or funds, although these are 
not to be despised. But it will result 
in increased consecration and witness- 
ing and testimony, and in a joy and 
satisfaction in knowing that you have 
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done God’s will and have grown in 
grace and in the knowledge of your 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
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September 22 to 28 


Mon., Sept. 22.—Amos 7:4-9. 
Vision of Judgment. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “The Lord stood 
upon a wall made by a plumbline, with 
a plumbline in his hand.” God pur- 
poses to detect whether your life’is per- 
fectly upright. The Judge of all the 
earth has a “plumbline” in His hand. 
He standeth at the door ready to judge 
the world in righteousness. The judg- 
ment of saints before Christ, and of 
sinners at the great white throne, will 
be according to truth (Rev. 16:7). Keep 
the vision of the day of reckoning stated 
in Daniel 7:9, 10 and Revelation 20:11- 
15 in view and remind others of the 
coming judgments. Pray for Multno- 
mah School of the Bible, Portland, Oreg. 


Tues., Sept. 23.—Isa. 1:12-20. 
“Learn To Do Good.” 
Prayer Succestions: “Learn to do 
well.” THere is a danger that many in 
our churches are of the number men- 
tioned by the apostle: “Ever learning, 
and never able to come to the knowl- 
edge of the truth” (2 Tim. 3:7). As it 
was in Israel in the days of the Prophet 
Isaiah, so it is today. Our deeds do 
not fit in with our evangelical creeds. 
The error is definitely in our “Go,” 
not in our credo. We have the “form 
of godliness,” but for the most . part 
professing Christians deny its power. 
We are all more vigorous in the carnal 
than in the spiritual practices. -Pray 
that a new wave of conviction of sin 
will sweep through our churches. 


Wed., Sept. 24.—Isa. 6:1-8. 
Call to Service. 
PraYER Suacestions: “Also I heard 
the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us? 
Then said I, Here am I; send me.” Let 
us realize that a call to serve God 
arises from the good pleasure of God 
as Paul says in Galatians 1:15, “called 
me by his grace.” “The God of all grace 
... hath called us unto his eternal glory 
by Christ Jesus” (1 Pet. 5:10). He has 
committed unto us “the word of recon- 
ciliation” (2 Cor. 5:19). Is your re- 
sponse to the grace of God a “Speak; 
for thy servant heareth” and “Here am 
I; send me?” Pray for readiness to 
obey every item of God’s will for life 
and service. 


Thurs., Sept. 25.—Mic. 3:1-4. 
Against Oppression. 
Prayer Succestions: “They have be- 
haved themselves ill in their doings.” 
Leaders often turn out to be misleaders. 
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The practice of theft takes on many 
forms and colors. In these days of 
great and evil covetousness, men invent 
new ways of taking advantage of others. 
“Good words and fair speeches deceive 
the hearts of the simple” (Rom. 16:18). 
Notice the great advance of trickery 
in our time in the wording of adver- 
tisements, and in sales practices. “Do 
not rich men oppress you?” asks James 
(2:6). God is a “swift witness... 
against those that oppress the hireling 
in his wages, the’ widow, and the father- 
less” (Mal. 3:5). Pray against oppres- 
sion. 


Fri., Sept. 26.—Matt. 7:15-20. 
Honest Profession. 
Prayer Succestions: “Beware of false 
prophets, which come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are raven- 
ing wolves.” Many men get into the 
Gospel ministry who seek their own 
things and not the things of Christ. We 
can easily detect the false from the 
true, if we have a new heart and test 
men by the Word of God. John gives 
us rules by which we may know 
whether professed servants of God are 
true or false. (See 1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3; 
2 John 7). Paul’s warnings on the in- 
vasion of such men into the ministry 
should be taken to heart (see Acts 20: 
30; 2 Tim. 3:8; 2 John 9; 2 Tim. 4:3; 1 
Tim. 4:1). Pray for the conversion of 
ministers astray from God and truth, 
remembering Paul’s conversion. 


Sat., Sept. 27.—Matt. 25:34-46. 
The Last Judgment. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “Come ye blessed 
. . . depart from me, ye cursed.” The 
Lord said much about the Day of Judg- 
ment for the nations of the earth. How- 
ever, the appearance of God’s people 
before the judgment seat of Christ will 
be a serious matter for all believers. 
More tears will likely be shed then 
than ever in the history of the church. 
The eternal losses of loved ones and 
rewards by the majority of us will be 
appalling (see Rev. 7:17; 21:4; with 1 
Cor. 3:15). But if the righteous scarcely 
are saved, where will the sinner and 
the ungodly appear? Read the solemn 
words of Matthew 25:46 and of Mark 
9:42-50. Pray for the conversion of 
your unsaved loved ones. 


Sun., Sept. 28.—Psa. 37:1-11. 
Trust in God’s Justice. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “Evildoers shall 
be cut off.” God will deal with the 
world in strict righteousness down here 
and hereafter. “Shall not the Judge of 
all the earth do right?” (Gen. 18:25.) 
He who laid down for man the law of 
sowing and reaping (Gal. 6:7, 8) is still 
on the throne.~ “It is a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God” 
for sinfulness. “Forgiven er unforgiven 
sin is the most expensive thing in the 
universe. Forgiven: the cost fell upon 
Christ; unforgiven: it is exacted from 
the sinner.” Pray for a great awareness 
of the nature, guilt, and desert of sin 
among your people. 








We have a God who delights in im- 
possibilities—-Andrew Murray. 
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